THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
884
Pursuant to Article 60, Chapters 1 and 2 of the State Administration Act (Official Gazette No. 75/93, 48/99, 15/2000, 127/2000, 59/2001 and 199/2003), the Government of the Republic of Croatia, at its session on February 28, 2007 adopted the following
REGULATION
ON INTERNAL ORGANIZATION OF THE MINISTRY OF THE ECONOMY, LABOUR AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1
This Regulation lays down the organization of the Ministry of the Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship (hereinafter the Ministry), titles of administrative organizations within the Ministry, as well as other organizational units, its scope of activities, management and the approximate number of civil servants and civil service employees of the Ministry.
Article 2
 The internal organization, management and the required number of civil servants and civil service employees shall provide for carrying out its administrative and other professional activities falling pursuant to the law within their competence and scope. 
II. INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AND SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES
Article 3
For the purpose of carrying out the activities within the competence of the Ministry the following administrative organizations and other organizational units shall be established:

1. Cabinet of the Minister
2. Secretariat General
3. Energy and Mining Directorate
4. Industry and Privatization Directorate
5. Trade and Internal Market Directorate
6. International Economic Relations and Trade Policy Directorate
7. Investment Promotion and Export Directorate
8. Commodity Reserves Directorate
9. Labour and Labour Market Directorate
10. Pension Insurance Directorate
11. Small and Medium Companies and Cooperatives Directorate
12. Crafts Directorate
13. Internal Audit Department

14. Department for Preparation and Implementation of EU Programmes and Projects (European Union - EU) 
1. CABINET OF THE MINISTER
Article 4
The Cabinet of the Minister the carries out administrative and professional activities for the Minister and  the State Secretaries, comprising protocol activities, public relations activities, activities relating to contacts and communication with the Croatian Parliament, the Government of the Republic of Croatia and other state administrative bodies and legal entities with  public authorities within the scope of activities of the Ministry, activities relating to recording and forwarding of  mail addressed to the Minister and the State Secretaries; activities relating to recording and depositing of confidential mail, as well as other professional  and administrative activities with respect to realization schedule of work activities of the Minister and the State Secretaries.
Within the Cabinet of the Minister following independent department is established:
1.2. Public Relations and Information Department.
1.2. Public Relations and Information Department
Article 5
The Public Relations and Information Department carries out the activities of communication with the media, as well as the presenting of the Ministry’s activities, internal informing within the Ministry, communication and contacts with the Croatian Government and other state administration bodies with public authorities within the competence of the Ministry, as well as protocol activities and other activities within the scope of the Ministry upon the order of the Minister. 
2. SECRETARIAT GENERAL
Article 6
The Secretariat General, as a separate organizational unit carries out the administrative, legal, administrative-legal, financial – accounting activities, purchasing of goods and services for the Ministry pursuant to the Public Procurement Act, IT  services, activities of financial management and control and other professional activities for the Ministry, relating to technical harmonization of activities of internal organizational units such as: follow up and review of working processes within the Ministry, providing for work efficiency, activities of drafting of laws, giving opinion with respect to the rules, orders and other acts for the purpose of law enforcement, gives professional opinion and interpretation with respect to the law enforcement within the scope of the Ministry, carries out activities relating to labour law issues of civil servants and civil service employees, their vocational training and upgrading, occupational promotion and remuneration,  carries out financial, accounting, IT, general administrative and technical assistance services relating to the business facility, translation services, supervises the duly and proper use of the assets and capital equipment, supervises and harmonizes the security activities and carries out other activities within its scope. 
For the purpose of carrying out the activities within the scope of the Secretariat General the following departments are established: 

2.1. Financial Planning and Accounting Department
2.2. Legal Department
2.3. Personnel and General Administrative Services Department
2.4. Department of Security, Technical and IT Services.
2.1. Financial Planning and Accounting Department
Article 7
The Department of Financial Planning and Accounting carries out the activities of organizing, control and follow up of  accomplishment of financial and accounting operations pursuant to the law and follows up the lawful implementation of  material-financial regulations in force, prepares plans of required financial resources for activities of all directorates, prepares requests and makes disbursements of current and capital expenditures and transfers through the State Treasury System, prepares reviews and reports of disbursed expenditures in relation to the plan, carries out the income and allowance calculation for employees, as well as treasury operations, accounting of apportioned funds, bookkeeping follow up of  receipts and expenditures upon the State Budget items, prepares and drafts periodic statements of accounts, annual financial statements and consolidated financial reports at the level of  budget headings, carries out operations of purchasing of goods and services for the Ministry pursuant to the procedure regulated by the Public Procurement Law, organizes annual inventory of assets, receivables and payables, maintains bookkeeping of capital assets, small inventory and office supplies and carries out other activities within its scope.
Within the Financial Planning and Accounting Department following Sections are established:
2.1.1. Budgeting and Budget Execution Section
2.1.2. Finances and Accounting Section
2.1.3. Public Procurement Section.
2.1.1. Budgeting and Budget Execution Section
Article 8
The Budgeting and Budget Execution Section organizes and coordinates the activities of preparing plans of required financial resources for all directorates, pursuant to legal regulations and applying the principle of rational and authorized spending of budgetary funds, prepares and supervises the requests for disbursement of current and capital expenditures and transfers through the State Treasury System, supervises the fulfilment of liabilities under the capital projects and coordinates the capital assets records with the actual status, prepares reviews and reports on disbursed expenditures in relation to the planed, participates in preparing of periodical accounts, final accounts and consolidated reports at the level of budget headings and carries out other activities within its scope.
2.1.2. Finances and Accounting Section
Article 9
The Finances and Accounting Section organizes, coordinates and supervises the financial and accounting operations pursuant the legal regulations, makes disbursements for authorized current and capital expenditures according to State Budget items, carries out income and allowance calculations for employees, carries out treasury operations, accounting of apportioned funds, maintains records and bookkeeping  of receivables and expenditures according to State Budget items, prepares periodical accounts, final accounts and consolidated financial reports at the level of budget headings, organizes annual assets inventory, inventory of receivables and payables, maintains records of capital assets, small inventory and office supplies and carries out other activities within its scope. 
2.1.3. Public Procurement Section
Article 10
The Public Procurement Section carries out the activities of procurement of goods and services for the Ministry pursuant to the procedure laid down by the Public Procurement Act, carries out activities of entry and distribution of supplies and materials and maintains corresponding records, provides technical assistance to procurement commission, supervises the procurement procedure pursuant to the procurement plan and the funds provided by the procurement plan with respect to the amount and intended use, prepares and drafts purchasing contracts and supervises their execution, maintains records on procurement procedures and executed contracts, as well as capital assets, and carries out other activities ordered indirectly by the Secretary General or the Minister.
2.2. Legal Section
Article 11
The Legal Section carries out administrative and professional activities related to drafting and enforcement of acts and other regulations, harmonizes the drafts of laws and other regulations within the scope of activities of the Ministry, gives instructions for enforcement of the laws, as well as professional opinion and interpretations with respect to application and enforcement of the law, pursues administrative procedure and administrative control within the scope of the Ministry, follows up and supervises  the enforcement of laws and regulations, establishes cooperation with the state administrative offices with respect to application of laws and other regulations within the scope of  the Ministry, carries out first instance administrative procedures, provides translation services and other activities within its scope. 
2.3. Personnel and General Administrative Services Department
Article 12
The Personnel and General Administrative Services Department follows up and implements the Ministry’s personnel policy measures, carries out the activities related to employment of civil servants and civil service employees, harmonizing the assignment of civil servants with the schedules of the Central State Administrative Office for Public Administration competent for civil servants relations, termination of civil services, as well as with respect to other rights, liabilities and responsibilities of civil servants and civil service employees, maintains the stipulated records and personnel records, submitting regularly the updated data to the central civil servants register, participates in preparing education strategies, programmes and  schedules for the employees of the Ministry, follows up their performance, promotion and remuneration; carries out activities related to the promotion and remuneration system, gives opinions on issues relating to civil service, participates in drafting laws and subordinate regulations relating to human resources, carries out activities of the registry office, mail receipt and delivery, delivery of documents, maintains mail records; carries out internal delivery within the Ministry, copying, transcription, multiplication of materials and other activities within its scope.
Within the Personnel and General Administrative Services Department following sections are established:
2.3.1. Personnel Services Section
2.3.2. Human Resources Development and Management
2.3.2. General Administrative Services Section.
2.3.1. Personnel Services Section
Article 13
The Personnel Services Section carries out activities related to employment and assignment of civil servants and civil service employees, prepares and maintains reports in the area of civil servants relations, carries out activities related to exercising the pension and health insurance rights of civil servants and civil services employees, carries out administrative and technical activities relating to state exams and training of civil servants, issues decisions and certificates with respect to status related rights of civil servants and civil service employees and carries out other activities within its scope. 
2.3.2. Human Resources Development and Management Section

Article 14
The Human Resources Development and Management Section carries out administrative and other professional activities referring to human resources management and development, gives opinions on issues relating to civil service, prepares drafts of plans for admission in civil service, harmonizing the assignment of civil servants with the schedules of Central State Administration Office for Public Administration competent for civil servants relations, carries out the procedure of admission in civil service in coordination with the Central State Administrative Office for Public Administration competent for civil service relation, participates in preparing education strategies, programmes and plans, maintains personnel records of civil servants and civil service employees, submitting regularly the updated data to the central civil servants register.
2.3.3. General Administrative Services Section
Article 15
The General Administrative Services Section organizes the registry office related activities, maintains files register and register of first and second instance procedures, determines the class number of the files, takes over the files for delivery and carries out the administrative technical processing of these files, files the documents upon the file number and maintains files record, carries out transcription, copying and multiplication of files, external and internal mail delivery to organizational units within the Ministry and headquarters of bodies within the Zagreb area and carries out other activities within its scope. 

2.4. Department of Security, Technical and Information Technology Services 
Article 16
The Department of Security, Technical and Information Technology Services carries out the security related activities with respect to overall protection of persons, assets and facilities of the Ministry, prepares plans and proposes measures, supervises the status of civil defence arrangements and proposes the measures in cooperation with the Ministry. 

The Department provides technical support and coordinates the management and maintenance of the business facility, supervises the maintenance of motor pool and parking place, carries out transport and external delivery for the Ministry. 
The Department carries out IT activities, comprising professional and technical activities relating to data structuring and maintenance of information system of the Ministry, provides information from national and foreign data bases, international, government and non government organizations and in cooperation with other government administration bodies advances rationalization of the economy by implementation of information technologies. The Department prepares, coordinates and organizes the development of information systems and communication network, register, records, code books and promotes the data protection measures, supervises the functioning of information system of the Ministry and proposes measures for its improvement; analyses and selects all complementary information technologies, supervises the maintenance of information equipment, educates civil servants and civil service employees in the area of IT, follows up and reviews the automatic data processing in the country and in the world, and carries out other activities within its scope. 
Within the Department of Security, Technical and Information Technology Services following subsections are established: 

2.4.1. Subsection for Security and Information Technology Services
2.4.2. Motor Pool Subsection
2.4.1. Subsection for Security and Information Technology Services
Article 17
The Subsection for Security and Information Technology Services carries out the security services relating to overall protection of persons, assets and facilities of the Ministry, prepares plans and proposes protective measures; carries out IT activities relating to providing data and maintenance of the information system of the Ministry, supervises the technical maintenance of information technology, stability and security of information system, educates civil servants and civil service employees in operating the standard information products, proposes measures for improvement of Ministry’s IT system  and carries out the activities within its scope. 
2.4.2. Motor Pool Subsection
Article 18
The Motor Pool Subsection carries out and coordinates the maintenance of the motor pool, organizes the parking lot in the business facility, carries out the transport and external delivery for the Ministry, organizes transport for civil servants from all directorates and supervises the work of drivers within the Section, maintains the motor pool of the Ministry, maintains necessary car pool records and carries out other activities within its scope. 
3.  ENERGY AND MINING DIRECTORATE
Article 19
The Energy and Mining Directorate carries out the administrative and professional activities relating to energy and mining in the Republic of Croatia, plans and proposes the energy and mining policy, energy development strategy and measures for its implementation, proposes  measures for harmonization of the energy sector with development plans of the Republic of Croatia, follows up and reviews the policy and strategy implementation; prepares energy-economic reviews and corresponding long-term and annual energy balances, follows up the production, consumption, trade, import and export of energy sources, follows up planning and  building of power facilities and their environmental impact, follows up  the publishing of technical-security reviews and assessments, proposes launching of national energy programmes providing for accomplishing of long-term development goals, develops energy efficiency programmes and its implementation; approves the gas system development plans, carries out the administrative and professional activities referring to research and extraction of mineral raw materials; defines the strategy of mineral raw materials management and mining development; issues research and extraction permits for mineral raw materials fields; maintains cadastral register of mineral raw materials research areas and extraction fields; issues building permits and building inspection certificates for mining facilities and plants; grants mining concessions for mineral raw materials extraction works and draws up annual balances of mineral raw material reserves, makes drafts of laws and regulations in the energy sector, thermal energy, electric energy, oil, petroleum products and natural gas, implements administrative control of application of energy and mining regulations, pursues second instance administrative procedures referring to energy sector, carries out professional activities relating to international and bilateral contracts and carries out other activities within its scope. 

Within the Energy and Mining Directorate following departments are established: 
3.1. Energy Department
3.2. Mining Department
3.3. Strategic Planning and Energy Balance Department 
3.1. Energy Department
Article 20
The Energy Department carries out activities relating to energy balance of the Republic of Croatia, analyses the energy flows, the situation on the world energy sources market, considers the energy source price issues, carries out activities relating to building of energy facilities,  harmonizes the connection of energy systems of the Republic of Croatia with the systems of other countries, coordinates the energy system development with the development plans of the Republic of Croatia, proposes measures for efficient organization of energy activities, participates in drafting laws and regulations relating to energy sector, thermal energy, electric energy and natural gas, supervises and reviews economic measures affecting the status of legal persons in the energy sector, participates in drawing up and procedure of  enactment of tariff systems and general conditions for particular energy sources and customer categories, supervises development programmes and business operations of companies in the energy sector, carries out reviews and prepares documentation for approval of energy related investment plans within the competence of the Ministry of the Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship, follows up the development status of gas management abroad, cooperates with other institutions of the Republic of Croatia in charge of energy and nuclear safety, coordinates the activities related to electric energy management, reviews and assesses the energy sector development plans and provides conditions for its implementation, participates in preparing and operationalization of plans for connecting the energy system of the Republic of Croatia with the energy systems of neighbouring countries, participates in drafting of implementation documents of European Energy Charter, participates in negotiations related to international agreements, proposes activities relating to energy efficiency area and the area of renewable energy resources, participates in activities referring to bilateral and multilateral agreements of the Republic of Croatia in the energy sector; organizes promotion activities and carries out other activities within its scope. 
Within the Energy Department following Sections are established:
3.1.1 Energy Systems Section
3.1.2 Renewable Energy Resources and Energy Efficiency Section 
3.1.1 Energy Systems Section
Article 21
The Energy Systems Section carries out activities relating to preparation of drafts of long-term and annual energy balances of the Republic of Croatia, permanently follows up, reviews and provides for its execution, carries out energy-management reviews of energy flows, follows up the impact of world energy sources market to domestic market, reviews the techno-economical effects of energy sources prices, as well as the correlation between the prices of particular energy sources, carries out activities relating to planning and building of energy facilities and their environmental impact, assesses the technical-safety reviews and risk assessment for energy facilities, coordinates the preparing and operationalization of energy system related works in the Republic of Croatia with the systems in other countries, proposes measures for harmonization of the energy system development with development plans of the Republic of Croatia, proposes measures for harmonization of energy activities organization with the plans and needs in the Republic of Croatia, participates in preparing drafts of laws and technical regulations in the energy sector, supervises and reviews the economic measures affecting the status of legal persons in the energy sector, as well as operations and business accomplishments of legal persons, participates in drafting and enactment of tariff systems and general conditions for particular energy sources and customer categories, coordinates drafting and operationalization of electric energy & gas system in the Republic of Croatia with the systems of other countries, supervises the development programmes and business operations of energy sector companies, carries out reviews and prepares documents for approving the gas management development in the state in accordance with natural capacities and energy strategy, supervises the processing, supply and transport of oil & gas, oil & gas pipeline transport systems in the country, as well as the connections with the European systems, supervises the development of oil & gas management abroad, participates in activities relating to bilateral and multilateral agreements of the Republic of Croatia in the energy sector, organizes promotion activities and carries out other activities within its scope. 
3.1.2 Renewable Energy Resources and Energy Efficiency Section
Article 22
The Renewable Energy Resources and Energy Efficiency Section prepares national energy efficiency programmes and coordinates its implementation, participates in preparation, drafting and implementation of strategic, development and programme documents and analytical professional documents from the renewable energy resources and energy efficiency, participates in drafting, implementation and interpretation of legal acts and subordinate regulations from the area of renewable energy resources and energy efficiency, as well as in activities related to agreements between the Republic of Croatia and other states and international organizations in the area of energy efficiency and renewable energy resources; participates in international cooperation programmes and projects in the area of renewable energy resources, energy efficiency and environment protection, organizes promotion activities, integrates the energy efficiency and environment protection aspects in urban development physical plans, assembles systematically and analyses energy data in view of follow up of performance of the energy efficiency campaign and providing clear information to the public on invested resources and achieved savings and carries out other activities within its scope. 
3.2. Mining Department
Article 23
The Mining Department carries out the first instance administrative procedures referring to research and extraction of overall mineral raw materials excluding the construction sand and gravel, technical construction stone and brick clay; issues approvals for research and extraction of mineral raw materials fields; issues building and building inspection certificates for mining facilities and plants; grants mining concessions for mining works and extraction of mineral raw materials; maintains register of  mineral raw materials research areas and extraction fields; maintains records on mineral raw materials reserves and draws up the annual balance of mineral raw materials reserves; supervises the studies on mineral raw materials reserves and mineral raw materials extraction  projects; carries out administrative control in state administrative offices and local (regional) self government units competent for mining; pursues second instance administrative procedures referring to research and extraction of technical construction stone, construction sand, gravel and brick clay; supervises the operations of mining economic operators; supervises and reviews the economic measures affecting the status of mining economic operators; defines the mineral raw materials management strategy; drafts laws and subordinate regulations referring to mining sector, gives professional interpretation of laws and subordinate regulations from the mining sector and carries out other activities within its scope.
Within the Mining Department following sections are established:
3.2.1. Mining Administrative Services Section
3.2.2. Mining Management Section.
3.2.1. Mining Administrative Services Section
Article 24
The Mining Administrative Services Section pursues first instance administrative procedures relating to research and extraction of overall mineral raw materials, excluding the construction sand and gravel, technical construction stone and brick clay; issues approvals for  research and extraction of mineral raw materials fields; issues building permits and building inspection certificates for mining facilities and plants; grants mining concessions for mineral raw materials extraction works; maintains register of research areas and extraction fields; carries out review of mineral raw materials extraction projects; carries out administrative control in state administrative bodies and local (regional) self government units competent for mining; pursues second instance administrative procedures relating to research and extraction of technical construction stone, construction sand and gravel, as well as brick clay; participates in drafting and implementation of legal acts and subordinate regulations referring to mining sector and carries out other activities within its scope.
3.2.2. Mining Management Section
Article 25
The Mining Management Section maintains records of mineral raw materials reserves and draws up annual mineral raw materials balance; reviews studies on mineral raw material reserves; maintains registry of mineral raw materials research areas and extraction fields; supervises the operations of mining economic operators; follows up and reviews the economic measures affecting the status of mining economic operators; defines the strategy of mineral raw materials management; participates in drafting and implementation of mining sector legal acts and subordinate regulations and carries out other activities within its scope.
.
3.3. Strategic Planning and Energy Balance Department

Article 26
The Strategic Planning and Energy Balance Department carries out activities related to implementation of the stipulated energy policy of the Republic of Croatia, that is energy  development strategy,  provides conditions for implementation of stipulated energy policy of the Republic of Croatia, i.e. energy development strategy, drafts laws and regulations in the energy sector, thermal energy, electric energy, oil, petroleum products and natural gas, proposes measures for harmonization of the energy sector development with development plans of the Republic of Croatia, coordinates activities related to electric energy management, reviews and assesses energy sector development plans, participates in drafting of economical energy utilization and energy efficiency programmes, coordinates and participates in drawing up energy balance, permanently follows up and reviews the execution of energy balance, permanently follows up and reviews the energy sources supply safety, follows up oil processing, supply and transport, transport oil pipelines in the country and connections with European systems, reviews continuously the impact of world oil market on domestic oil market, market of petroleum products, coordinates mutual cooperation in the area of oil, petroleum products, proposes and participates in drafting of laws and regulations in the oil sector, prepares the publication “Energy in Croatia”, cooperates with other institutions in the Republic of Croatia competent for energy.
Within the Strategic Planning and Energy Balance Department following sections are established:
3.3.1. Energy Balance, Review and Market Section 
3.3.2. Common Activities and International Cooperation Section.
3.3.1. Energy Balance, Review and Market Section
Article 27
The Energy Balance, Review and Market Section carries out activities relating to establishing conditions for implementation of the stipulated energy policy of the Republic of Croatia, that is energy development strategy, implements measures for harmonization of the energy sector development with the development plans of the Republic of Croatia, coordinates the activities related to electric energy, oil and gas management, reviews and assesses the energy sector development plans, participates in drawing up energy balances, reviews the execution of energy balance, permanently follows up and reviews the energy sources supply safety, follows up energy resources market development (electric energy and system services, as well as petroleum products and gas), analysis energy sector restructuring, analyses interactions between the electric energy market and markets of other energy resources, participates in drafting of tariff systems, continuously follows up and analyses price relations of particular energy resources on domestic and foreign markets, participates in international environmental protection cooperation programmes and projects, continuously follows up the impact of the world market on the domestic market of oil and petroleum products, coordinates international cooperation in the are of oil and petroleum products, proposes and participates in drafting of laws and regulations in the oil sector. 
3.3.2. Common Activities and International Cooperation Section
Article 28
The Common Activities and International Cooperation Section prepares drafts of laws and regulations relating to energy sector, electric energy, oil and gas. It participates in drafting the laws and regulations referring to mining sector, as well as pursuing administrative procedures for research and extraction of mineral raw materials, gives professional interpretation, instructions and assistance to energy and mining sector economic operators and state administration offices in regional self government units within the scope of energy and mining activities, coordinates cooperation with the state administration bodies and various institutions, supervises the harmonization of Croatian legislation with the EU acquis, participates in pursuing of first and second instance administrative procedures. 
4.  INDUSTRY AND PRIVATIZATION DIRECTORATE
Article 29
The Industry and Privatization Directorate carries out administrative and professional activities associated with the industry sector within the competence of the Ministry; proposes and participates in drafting of strategic development document within its scope of activities (processing industry, shipbuilding, special goods and chemicals), as well as other strategic documents from the area of economy and overall sustainable development; proposes measures for sustainable industrial development and reducing the impact of industrial plants to health and environment; proposes promotions and contributes to implementation of industrial property system and implementation of modern technology in industry and economy as a whole; identifies and follows up the factors of industry development policy, as well as restructuring of certain industrial operators; proposes measures associated with development plans targeting, in accordance with the national development strategy; follows up and establishes contacts with international organizations an other organizations and associations with a view of exchanging experience in industrial development, cooperates with other state administrative bodies and institutions competent for science development, scientific – research activities and technology; drafts laws and other regulations within its competence; pursues administrative procedures and caries out inspection within its competence, carries out administrative and professional activities referring to implementation of industrial development strategy and industrial policy; draws up reviews and  the execution of working plans and industry development; supervises implementation of economic policy and its impact on industry status and development; indirectly implements laws and other regulations and supervises the implementation of laws and other regulations within its competence; prepares and participates in concluding and implementation of international agreements and conventions  which impose certain restrictions, prohibitions, i.e. special safety and planning measures for certain goods and chemicals, instituting  special control over its management (safe management procedure), including their development, manufacturing, use, storage, transport, marketing and international trading; drafts and participates in enforcement of national legislation in the area of special goods and chemicals management, in accordance with the adopted international commitments; cooperates with other state administrative bodies and legal persons with public authorities in the country and abroad, as well as companies, scientific-research institutions and associations in accomplishing tasks within its competence; systematically follows up and establishes cooperation with international organizations and UN specialized agencies such as United Nations Industrial Development Organization - UNIDO; United Nations Development Program –UNDP; United Nations Environmental Program Chemicals - UNEP Chemicals, European Union – EU/United Nations- UN and others), as well as other international organizations such as North Atlantic Treaty Organization - NATO – Industrial Planning Committee, Middle-European Initiative etc.) for the purpose of experience exchange; makes preparations for implementation of the EU technical assistance projects, as well as projects of other international institutions; carries out activities related to harmonization of national technical legislation within its competence with the EU acquis; proposes and participates in establishing and implementation of necessary technical infrastructure for implementation of technical legislation; carries out administrative and professional activities associated with the legal issue of  privatization of equity, shares, assets and rights in ownership of the Republic of Croatia, drafting decisions an other legal acts, which are, pursuant to privatization regulations and other regulations, in the competence of the Ministry; carries out administrative control, gives opinions and instructions with respect to application and implementation of the privatization related laws and other regulations, carries out other activities within its scope. 
Within the Industry and Privatization Directorate following departments are established: 
4.1. Industrial Development and Restructuring Department;
4.2. Special Goods and Chemicals Management Department;
4.3. Shipbuilding Department;
4.4. Privatization Department.
4.1. Industrial Development and Restructuring Department
Article 30
The Industrial Development and Restructuring Department defines goals, principles and measures of industrial policy for drafting of national strategic documents significant for the overall industry development; defines measures for sustainable industrial development and reducing the impact of industrial plants to health and environment; proposes appropriate measures for focusing of industry development plans in accordance with the national strategy for sustainable development; defines industry development strategic directions; proposes improvements and contributes to implementation of industry ownership system in economy, as well as application of modern technologies; cooperates with other state administrative bodies and legal persons with public authorities, as well as professional organizations, cooperates with institutions in the country and abroad for the purpose of addressing issues and exchange of experience in the area of industrial production promotion; participates in preparing activities of Croatian delegations for international industrial cooperation; follows up and reviews the tendencies and trends in industrial production in the world; follows up and reviews the status of industrial branches, as well as development and introducing of modern technology in particular industrial branches; follows up import, export and use of industrial raw materials and production materials, as well as import and export of final products; follows up and analyses the development of industrial capacities for production and products; follows up statistical indicators in industrial branches and activities; prepares analyses of the processing industry status within the competence of the Ministry; stimulates introducing of new technologies and products through application of offset programmes and coordinates the activities of the Offset Programme Implementation Committee; participates in preparing drafts of laws and other regulations within its competence, systematically follows up the restructuring of industrial economic operators and participates in restructuring as appropriate, organizes the activities of expert groups and counselling and establishes other contacts aimed at stimulating and promotion of industrial branches and activities; prepares and implements technical regulations, carries out other professional activities related to harmonization of national legislation in industry sector within its competence, with the EU acquis; carries out other activities within its scope. 
Within the Industrial Development and Restructuring Department following sections are established for carrying out of the Department’s activities.

4.1.1. Industry Development and Restructuring Section
4.1.2. Technical Legislation Implementation Section.
4.1.1. Industry Development and Restructuring Section
Article 31
The Industry Development and Restructuring Section proposes and participates in preparing of strategic development documents in the area of processing industry, as well as other strategic documents referring to economy and overall sustainable development; proposes measures for sustainable industrial development and reducing the impact of industrial plants to health and environment; proposes improvements and contributes to application of industrial property system, as well as introducing of modern technology in industry and overall economy; defines and follows up the factors of industry development policy, as well restructuring of particular industrial economic operators; proposes measures aimed at coordination of development plans  with the national development strategy; follows up and establishes contacts with international organizations, as well as other organizations and associations for the purpose of  industrial development experience exchange; cooperates with other state administrative bodies and institutions competent for development of science, scientific- research activities and technology; carries out professional activities referring to follow up of status of particular industry branches and proposes measures for development promotion of particular industry branches; proposes measures for restructuring of particular industry branches and economic operators; follows up trends and regulations in the EU industry sector, as well as other countries; proposes and participates in industrial projects and projects of availing technical assistance provided by EU and other international organizations; stimulates introducing of new technologies and products through offset programmes; prepares materials for activities of the Offset Programme Implementation Committee; proposes and participates in preparing the projects related to industrial property and improved implementation of new technologies in industry; carries out other activities within its scope. 
4.1.2. Technical Legislation Implementation Section
Article 32
The Technical Legislation Implementation Section carries out professional activities related to harmonization of national industry sector technical legislation with the EU acquis; drafts and prepares technical regulations for the area covered by the EU New and Old Approach Directives within the scope of  Directorate of Industry; proposes and participates in preparing regulations affecting free movement of goods, as well as regulations on informing on new technical regulations and unsafe products; proposes and participates in establishing and operation of the necessary technical infrastructure (standards, accreditation, market surveillance and the conformity assessment procedure) which are significant for implementation of technical legislation in the industry sector; follows up new EU regulations and recommendations in the area of technical legislation and proposes accordingly the passing of national regulations; prepares recommendations for economic operators for facilitating the application of new technical legislation; proposes measures for upgrading and development of national conformity assessment bodies; carries out other activities within its competence. 
4.2. Special Goods and Chemicals Management Department
Article 33
The Special Goods and Chemicals Management Department prepares and proposes national strategic documents and materials for special goods and chemicals safe management; prepares, implements and participates in concluding international agreements and conventions, which impose certain restrictions and bans or special safety and planning measures for certain goods and chemicals, as well as special control over its overall management (safe management procedure), including their development, production, use, storing, transport, marketing and international trade; prepares and proposes implementation measures and supervises the implementation of agreements and conventions in the Republic of Croatia; prepares drafts of laws and other regulations providing for its implementation and full application, education and training of certain entities for its implementation, initiates procedures of passing the laws and regulations; organizes and implements special education of legal entities, institutions and wider public in the area of special goods managements and provides for their timely and integral informing; organizes and implements professional cooperation with other state administrative bodies and institutions; indirectly cooperates with international organizations and UN special agencies, as well as related international organizations and institutions in the area of special goods and chemicals management (UNIDO; UNDP, UNEP Chemicals, INCB – International Narcotics Control Board etc.), as well as other international organizations (NATO – Industrial Planning Committee; OPCW – Organization for Protection of Chemical Weapons etc.); prepares and carries out experience exchange, planning and realization of overall technical assistance in the area of special goods and chemicals management, aimed at providing for the overall national capacities for carrying out the adopted international commitments; carries out other activities within its scope. 
.

4.3. Shipbuilding Department 
Article 34
The  Shipbuilding Department carries out professional activities related to shipbuilding, follows up the status of shipbuilding activities; proposes measures for improving the status and competitive capacities of the shipyards; proposes systematic solutions with respect to ship production financing and marketing; follows up the impact of the macroeconomic policy on economic status of shipbuilding; follows up the world trends on the shipbuilding market and proposes measures in case of market disruptions; supervises and directs the shipyards’ restructuring and privatization process; encourages cooperation between the shipyards, as well as the cooperation between the shipbuilding companies, ship equipment manufacturers and shipping companies in the Republic of Croatia; cooperates with other state administrative bodies and other organizational units of the Ministry; carries out professional activities related to international agreements in the shipbuilding sector, carries out activities related to preparing and enforcement of laws and other regulations in shipbuilding sector, carries out activities related to harmonization of national legislation with the EU acquis in the shipbuilding sector. 
The Shipbuilding Department carries out administrative operations related to allocation of funds from the State Budged apportioned for state subsidies, provides opinions in the procedure of granting state guarantees, supervises the operations of state owned shipyards; carries out other activities within its scope. 
4.4. Privatization Department 
Article 35
The Privatization Department carries out administrative and professional activities with respect to legal issues referring to privatization of equity, shares, assets and rights in the ownership of the Republic of Croatia, by preparing the draft decisions, i.e. other legal acts, which are, pursuant to the privatization regulations and other regulations, within the competence of the Ministry, carries out administrative control, provides opinions and instructions on enforcement and implementation of  privatization acts and other regulations in and carries out other activities within its competence. 
5. TRADE AND INTERNAL MARKET DIRECTORATE
Article 36
The Trade and Internal Market Directorate carries out administrative and professional activities related to development of trade, market and internal market coordination, carries out activities related to implementation of trade policy measures, harmonization and application of technical legislation and consumer protection of the Republic of Croatia, carries out activities related to harmonization of Croatian legislation with the EU acquis referring to trade, market, e-business, implementation of new technologies, market development, free movement of goods, implementation of technical legislation; follows up and proposes trade development aspects in accordance with the current market situation, as well as development and organizing of stock market and auctions; prepares analytical materials and proposes measures of retail trade development in view of its adjustment to the consumers’ needs and provides for well balanced trade development in the whole territory of the Republic of Croatia, taking in account the specific needs of particular consumer categories, as well as preservation of urban settlements, proposes measures related to shop opening hours; pursues first instance and second instance administrative procedures and carries out administrative control within the scope of the Directorate; follows up, reviews and makes projections of  goods and services prices and carries out price and market administrative control and proposes measures of direct price control; prepares analytical materials for follow up of market situation and trends, follows up impacts of the trade policy measures to price changes; proposes and implements measures related to real estate market; proposes and implements measures related to development and introducing of new marketing forms and technologies, in particularly the development of e-trade; carries out administrative and professional activities referring to e-signature, follows up the harmonization of legislation in the area of e-trade and e-signature with the EU legislation; coordinates the harmonization process of legal system of the Republic of Croatia with the EU acquis communautaire in the area of free movement of goods, coordinates the adjustment of the legal system of the Republic of Croatia to the practice and operations on the integral EU market, coordinates foreign technical assistance in the same area; coordinates the overall system of harmonization of technical legislation in the Republic of Croatia in order to provide for integral adoption of technical regulations in the legal system of the Republic of Croatia; proposes and implements the consumer protection policy and measures, including the development of  National Consumer Protection Programme in cooperation with Consumer Protection Council; follows up the achievement of goals and tasks provided by the National Consumer Protection Programme; follows up and proposes measures for capacity building and development of  Consumer Protection Counselling Centres; follows up the activities and efficiency of the overall consumer protection system in the Republic of Croatia, cooperates with consumer protection associations; prepares reviews and proposes measures for capacity building of consumer protection system, prepares analytical materials for consumer protection follow up, carries out administrative control; provides professional assistance to local and regional self government bodies and units, competent for trade, market, prices and consumer protection; cooperates with other ministries and institutions, carries out other activities within its scope.
Following departments are established within the Trade and Internal Market Directorate: 

5.1. Trade, Market and e-Trade Promotion Department
5.2. Consumer Protection Department
5.3. Internal Market Coordination Department.

5.4. Implementation of Trade Policy Measures Department
5.1. Trade, Market and e-Trade Promotion Department
Article 37
The Trade, Market and e-Trade Promotion Department carries out administrative and professional activities related to promotion and development of trade and e-trade in the Republic of Croatia, carries out activities related to harmonization of Croatian legislation referring to trade and e-trade with the EU acquis; follows up and proposes forms of trade development in accordance with the market situation, as well as organization of stock exchange and auctions; prepares analytic background papers with a view of its adjustment with consumer needs and provides for balanced development of the trade in the overall territory of the Republic of Croatia, taking in account the specific needs of particular consumer categories, as well as preservation of urban settlements; proposes measures related to shop opening hours; pursues first and second instance administrative procedure and the administrative control within the competence of Directorate; proposes and implements measures related to promotion and introducing of new forms and technologies in trade operations, in particularly of e-trade promotion; carries out administrative and professional activities with respect to e-signature, follows up harmonization of national legislation referring to e-trade and application of e-signature, with the legislation of European Union; provides professional assistance to local and regional self government bodies and units competent for trade; cooperates with other ministries and institutions, carries out other activities within its scope. 
Following Sections are established within the Trade, Market and e-Trade Promotion Department for carrying out of activities within the scope of the Department. 
5.1.1. Trade Section,
5.1.2. Market and Prices Section 
5.1.3. Implementation of New Technologies and e-Trade Section
5.1.4. Second Instance Procedure Section
5.1.1. Trade Section
Article 38
The Trade Section carries out administrative and professional activities related to trade promotion in  the Republic of Croatia, as well as activities related to harmonization of national trade related legislation with the EU acquis; follows up and proposes forms of trade in accordance with the current market situation, as well as development and organization of stock exchange and auctions; prepares analytical documents and proposes retail trade promotion measures in view of its meeting the consumers’ needs; provides for well balanced trade development in the overall territory of the Republic of Croatia, taking in account the specific needs of particular consumer categories, as well as preservation of urban settlements; proposes measures related to shop opening hours; issues acts related to meeting special conditions for trade and commodity exchange operations; provides professional assistance to local and regional self government bodies and units competent for trade; cooperates with other ministries and institutions; carries out other activities within its scope. 
.
5.1.2. Market and Prices Section
Article 39
The Market and Prices Section proposes and implements the economic policy referring to market and prices; carries out administrative and professional activities related to market and prices trends; assembles and performs electronic data processing of data referring to prices and margins trends in the territory of the Republic of Croatia; carries out administrative control of market and prices and, as appropriate, proposes direct price control measures; prepares analytical background papers for follow up of market situation and trends, follows up the impacts of the trade policy measures on price trends; proposes and implements measures related to real estate market; provides professional assistance to local and regional self government bodies and units competent for trade and prices; cooperates with other ministries and institutions; carries out other activities within its scope. 

5.1.3. Implementation of New Technologies and e-trade Section
Article 40
The Implementation of New Technologies and e-Trade Section carries out administrative and professional activities related to introducing of new trade aspects and technologies in the Republic of Croatia, in particularly of e-trade related operations, aimed at its promotion and development in accordance with the current market situation and development of new technologies; follows up introducing of e-signature in the Republic of Croatia and carries out activities related to harmonization of national e-trade related legislation with the EU legislation; issues licences related to issuing of qualified certificates to certification services providers; keeps records of certification services providers in the Republic of Croatia; maintains the register of qualified certification services providers in the Republic of Croatia; provides for cancellation of certificates issued by service provider, who has for any reason ceased the activity of issuing certificates and has not provided for performing this activity by the other certification service provider; carries out inspection control over the activities of certification service providers; establishes and provides for the activities of National Certification  Authority, organizes and takes care of passing, introducing and implementation of decisions related to documents and procedures referring to e-signature application; cooperates with other national authorities and institutions; carries out other activities within its scope. 
5.1.4. Second Instance Procedure Section
Article 41
The Second Instance Procedure Section pursues the first and second instance administrative procedure and carries out administrative control within the competence of the Directorate; follows up and provides for enforcement of laws and other regulations; provides assistance and cooperates with state administrative offices with respect to enforcement of laws and other regulations within its scope and the scope of the Ministry. 

5.2. Consumer Protection Department
Article 42
The Consumer Protection Department carries out activities related to drafting and implementation of consumer protection laws and regulations, gives professional opinions on consumer protection issues; carries out activities with respect to harmonization of national consumer protection legislation with the EU acquies; prepares reports in view of systematic informing of competent bodies on the level of harmonization of legislation in view of EU accession of the Republic of Croatia; cooperates with competent EU consumer protection bodies                                                                                                                                                                cooperates with the courts of honour of the Croatian Chamber of Economy and the Croatian Chamber of Crafts in settlement of consumer disputes; proposes and follows up, within its competence, the contents of the EU projects and programmes; proposes and implements the consumer policy and consumer protection measures, including the drafting of the National Consumer Protection Programme in cooperation with the National Consumer Council; follows up the realization of goals and assignments provided by the National Consumer Protection Programme and reports accordingly to the Croatian Parliament; proceeds administrative and professional activities relating to the activities of Consumer Protection Council; establishes and maintains Central Consumer Protection Information System; designs and maintains the Consumer Protection Department web site; assembles, carries out the statistical data processing and reviews data submitted to the Central Consumer Protection Information System by all competent institutions involved in implementation of consumer protection policy; carries out analyses and prepares analytical documents for follow op of consumer protection status and proposes measures for improving of the overall consumer protection  in the territory of the Republic of Croatia; carries out activities related to products which pose risk for consumer health and safety (RAPEX) from the competence of the Ministry, comprising the procedure of informing the other state administrative bodies, international entities of unsafe products; cooperates with competent international bodies with respect to informing on unsafe products; carries out administrative and professional activities with respect to establishing and follow up of the Consumer Protection Counselling Centre;  follows up and proposes measures for improvement and development of Consumer Protection Counselling Centres; issues licences for activities of Consumer Protection Counselling Centres; carries out activities related to vocational education of persons employed in Consumer Protection Counselling Centres; cooperates and assembles reports on all activities of the Consumer Protection Counselling Centres with respect to protection of consumers rights; provides professional assistance to consumer protection associations; carries out administrative and professional activities related to projects designated for consumer protection associations; provides professional assistance to consumer protection associations in project implementation; carries out administrative control measures; proposes and implements measures aimed at rising public awareness on consumer protection; proposes and implements measures related to education of consumers, traders, children in educational institutions, as well as all stakeholders in implementing consumer protection policy; provides professional assistance to local self government units competent for consumer protection; cooperates with other ministries, public authorities and other stakeholders; carries out other activities within its scope.

Following sections are established for carrying out of the activities within the Consumer Protection Department:

5.2.1. Section of Central Information System and National Consumer Protection Programme 
5.2.2. Section of Consumer Protection Education and Information

5.2.3. Section of Regulatory Harmonization and EU Consumer Protection Programmes

5.2.1. Section of Central Information System and National Consumer Protection Programme
Article 43
The Section of Central Information System and National Consumer Protection Programme establishes and maintains the Central Consumer Protection Information System, designs the  Consumer Protection Department web site, assembles and carries out statistical data processing submitted by all institutions in charge of consumer protection policy implementation; prepares analyses and analytical documents  for follow up of status in consumer protection area; follows up and proposes measures for improvement of operation of the overall consumer protection system in the territory of the Republic of Croatia, drafts National Consumer Protection Programme in cooperation with Consumer Protection Council; follows up the accomplishment of goals and assignments provided by the National Consumer Protection Programme; prepares reports in view of systematic informing of public on all relevant consumer protection issues; carries out professional activities related to activities of Consumer Protection Council; carries out tasks from the RAPEX system within the competence of the Ministry, comprising the procedure of informing of other state administrative bodies, international entities on unsafe products; cooperates with competent international entities with respect to informing on unsafe products; cooperates with other ministries, public authorities and other stakeholders; carries out other activities within its scope. 

5.2.2. Section of Consumer Protection Education and Information
Article 44
The Section of Consumer Protection Education and Information carries out professional activities related to establishing and follow up of activities of Consumer Protection Counselling Centres; issues licences for operation of Consumer Protection Counselling Centres; carries out professional education of  employees of the Counselling Centres; cooperates and assembles reports on all activities of the Counselling Centres referring to protection of consumer rights; provides professional assistance to consumer protection associations; carries out administrative and professional activities with respect to projects designated for consumer protection associations; provides professional assistance to consumer protection associations in projects implementation; assembles and carries out statistical data processing of all entities involved in implementation of consumer protection policy; proposes and implements measures in view of rising public awareness on consumer rights; proposes and carries out measures related to education of consumers, traders, children in educational institutions, as well as all stakeholders in implementing the consumer protection policy; provides professional assistance to entities and local self government units competent for consumer protection; cooperates with other ministries, public authorities and other stakeholders; carries out other activities within its scope.

5.2.3. Section of Regulatory Harmonization and EU Consumer Protection Programmes
Article 45
The Section of Regulatory Harmonization and EU Consumer Protection Programmes carries out tasks related to drafting and implementation of laws and other regulations referring to consumer protection, gives professional opinions on consumer protection issues; carries out activities with respect to harmonization of national consumer protection legislation with the EU acquies; cooperates with EU entities competent for consumer protection;  cooperates with the courts of honour of the Croatian Chamber of Economy and the Croatian Chamber of Crafts in settlement of consumer disputes; carries out administrative and professional activities referring to EU consumer protection programmes; participates in drafting of projects designated for EU consumer protection programmes; follows up implementation of  consumer protection projects adopted by the EU; prepares reports on realization of consumer protection projects adopted by EU; cooperates with other ministries, public authorities and other stakeholders, carries out other activities within its scope. 
5.3. Internal Market Coordination Department
Article 46
The Coordination of Internal Market Department coordinates the process of harmonization of legal system of the Republic of Croatia with the EU acquis communautaire in the area of free movement of goods and coordinates the foreign technical assistance in the same area; coordinates the system of technical regulatory harmonization in the Republic of Croatia; coordinates the harmonization and implementation of the Old Approach Directives and the New Approach Directives; coordinates the activities related to analysis of not harmonized area (analysis of current laws and subordinate regulations and their adjustment with the provisions of Article 28, 29 and 30 of the Agreement on European Community (EC) and the principle of mutual recognition resulting from court’s practices of European Court of Justice); coordinates the activities related to joining the Agreement on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACCA Agreement); carries out activities related to addressing the issues resulting from irregular application of regulations regulating the internal market without initiating court procedures (activities within the SOLVIT system); carries out activities related to informing and cooperation with international organizations with respect to standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; participates in the activities of the Standing Committee for Internal Market of the European Commission, as well as other forums and meetings related to free movement of goods, coordinates the activities related to introducing and informing of public and business entities on activities within its competence; prepares reports in view of systematic informing of competent bodies on regulatory harmonization level for the purpose of EU accession of the Republic of Croatia, prepares analyses and analytical documents for follow up of the status in the harmonized and not harmonized area; participates and coordinates drafting of the National EU Accession Programme of the Republic of Croatia, follows up accomplishment of goals and assignments provided by the National EU Accession Programme of the Republic of Croatia; cooperates with institutions for quality infrastructure, cooperates with other ministries and institutions; carries out other activities within its scope.

Following Sections are established for carrying out of the activities within the Internal Market Coordination Department:

5.3.1. Section of Information and Cooperation with International Organizations

5.3.2. Section of Harmonization and Implementation of Technical Legislation

5.3.1. Section of Information and Cooperation with International Organizations
Article 47

The Section of Information and Cooperation with International Organizations carries out administrative and professional activities relating to information and cooperation with international organizations with respect to standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment  procedures; coordinates the process of harmonization of the legal system of the Republic of Croatia with the EU acquis communautaire in the area of free movement of goods and coordinates  the foreign technical assistance in the same area; coordinates the activities within the SOLVIT system relating to addressing the issues resulting from irregular application of regulations regulating the internal market without initiating court procedures;  participates in the activities of the Standing Committee for Internal Market of the European Commission, as well as other forums and meetings related to free movement of goods, coordinates the activities related to joining the Agreement on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACCA Agreement); participates in  drafting of  laws and other acts within the competence of the Department, gives opinions to drafts of laws and other acts submitted by the state administrative bodies; drafts and coordinates the National EU Accession Programme of the Republic of Croatia, follows up accomplishment of goals and assignments provided by the National EU Accession Programme of the Republic of Croatia; follows up and coordinates activities related to introducing and informing of the public and business entities on activities within its competence, cooperates with institutions for quality infrastructure, cooperates with other ministries and institutions; carries out other activities within its scope.

5.3.2. Section of Harmonization and Implementation of Technical Legislation

Article 48

The Section of Harmonization and Implementation of Technical Legislation carries out administrative and professional activities related to harmonization and implementation of technical legislation referring to harmonized area comprising the Old Approach Directives and the New Approach Directives, as well as the non harmonized area comprising Articles 28-30 of the Agreement on European Community (EC) and the principle of mutual recognition resulting from court’s practices of European Court of Justice; coordinates the process of harmonization of legal system of the Republic of Croatia and EU acquis communautaire in the area of free movement of goods, participates in activities of the Standing Committee for Internal Market of the European Commission, as well as other forums and meetings related to free movement of goods, participates in drafting of laws and other acts within the competence of the Department, gives opinions to drafts of laws and other acts submitted by state administrative bodies; coordinates the system of harmonization of technical legislation in the Republic of Croatia to provide for unambiguous and integral transposition of technical regulations in legal system of the Republic of Croatia; coordinates harmonization and implementation of New Approach Directives and Old Approach Directives; prepares reports in view of systematic informing of competent bodies on regulatory harmonization level for the purpose of EU accession of the Republic of Croatia, prepares analyses and analytical documents for follow up of the status in the harmonized and not harmonized area; participates and coordinates drafting of the National EU Accession Programme of the Republic of Croatia, follows up accomplishment of goals and assignments provided by the National EU Accession Programme of the Republic of Croatia; follows up and coordinates activities related to introducing and informing of the public and business entities on activities within its competence; cooperates with institutions for quality infrastructure, cooperates with other ministries and institutions; carries out other activities within its scope.

5.4. Implementation of Trade Policy Measures Department
Article 49
The Implementation of Trade Policy Measures Department carries out professional and administrative activities related to implementation of trade policy measures, participates in preparing drafts of trade policy measures with respect to fulfilment of international state security agreements, environment protection and export and import control of certain precious metals, including the measures of prevention of illegal trade in military equipment for commercial purposes, issues dual use goods export licences, issues end user certificates for armaments, military equipment and dual use goods, implements measures of import and export restrictions, issues other import and export licences for goods subject to licences regime, participates in combating the illegal trade in armaments, military equipment and dual use goods, is competent for enforcement and implementation of regulations related to import and export of armaments and military equipment and export of dual use goods, organizes and coordinates the activities of the Committee for Import and Export of Armaments, Military Equipment and Export of Dual Use Goods, establishes and maintains the data base referring to import and export of armaments, military equipment and dual use goods, participates in establishing cooperation and activities of international organizations, bodies and institutions engaged in trade and combating illegal trade in armaments, military equipment and dual use goods, participates in preparing regulations for implementing of trade policy measures; provides professional opinions on acts of other ministries with respect to implementation of trade policy measures. 

6. INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS AND TRADE POLICY DIRECTORATE
Article 50
The International Economic Relations and Trade Policy Directorate carries out the following administrative and professional activities related with the trade policy of the Republic of Croatia and international economic relations of the Republic of Croatia in general: defines, implements and follows up the trade policy implementation measures in line with the economic policy of the Government of the Republic of Croatia and in cooperation with state administrative bodies, state agencies and business community; coordinates the activities and participates in negotiations on EU membership within the its scope; proposes and follows up harmonization of legislation referring to trade, market and entrepreneurship with EU acquis; is responsible of adjustment of the system with the EU common trade policy and overall preparations for EU membership within the scope of the Ministry; prepares, implements, follows up and coordinates with other institutions the activities relating to World Trade Organisation (WTO) membership of the Republic of Croatia; promotes, follows up and proposes the methods of enhancing economic relations with particular countries, integrations and regional initiatives; prepares analytical background papers for defining and implementation of foreign economic policy; prepares, participates in negotiations and follows up implementation of international agreements from the area of foreign economic relations within the competence of the Ministry; carries out analyses, reports, opinions and reviews as background papers for defining and evaluation of trade and economic policy of the Government of the Republic of Croatia and as basis for drafting of strategic documents of the Government of the Republic of Croatia and harmonization of the current legal framework. 
The above mentioned activities are aimed at accomplishing of following goals: providing for transparency of trade policy to all stakeholders and in particularly to national and foreign economic entities; providing for clear goals to state agencies based on relevant analyses; stimulating and coordinating horizontal networking of state agencies with a view of establishing a more favourable business environment in the Republic of Croatia; assumes the role of the major national information channel and counselling body for economic policies issues; as well as the role of the main national coordinator for international economic cooperation, promoting, within its competencies, export increase, strengthening of competitiveness and entrepreneurship development. 
Within the International Economic Relations and Trade Policy Directorate the following departments are established: 

6.1. Trade Policy Department
6.2. International Economic Relations Department
6.3. European Integrations Relations Department
6.1. Trade Policy Department
Article 51
The Trade Policy Department carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Directorate: proposes and implements trade policy measures, including the measures of customs protection, protection against excessive imports, countervailing and antidumping measures; evaluates the applied trade policy instruments; cooperates with business community (Croatian Employers Association, Croatian Chamber of Economy, Nation Competitiveness Council) in preparing the trade policy instruments; follows up trade relations with EU with a view of protection of interests of the Republic of Croatia within the EU trade policy; follows up the issues and participates in activities related to sensitive products (steel, iron products, textile, bovine meat, sugar, cotton wool, gauze); follows up the implementation and participates in activities related to dual use products; follows up implementation and participates in work of Joint Committees meetings on implementation of Free Trade Agreements and economic and trade committees; participates in preparing the background papers for preparation of drafts of laws and subordinate regulations; participates in preparation of drafts of acts and regulations in the area of trade policy; prepares responses to drafts of laws and subordinate regulations with respect to their harmonization with multilateral trade system and other international commitments; participates in preparing of strategic documents; gives opinions, prepares responses, reports and materials for the Minister and state officials; prepares periodical (monthly, annual, as appropriate) reports on processes involved and followed up by the  Department; carries other activities within its scope.
Following Sections are established within the Trade Policy Department for carrying out of its activities:

6.1.1. Trade Policy Measures and Dual Use Goods Section
6.1.2. World Trade Organization (WTO) Section
6.1.3. Trade Policy Legal Aspects Section. 
6.1.1. Trade Policy Measures and Dual Use Goods Section
Article 52
The Trade Policy Measures and Dual Use Section carries out following administrative and professional activities within the Department: proposes and implements trade policy measures, including the customs protection measures, countervailing and antidumping measure; prepares the proposals of duties for industrial products; prepares the draft of Customs Tariff and proposes amendments of Customs Tariff in line with the requirements of Croatian economy; follows up and participates in activities related to the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) and future implementation of EU autonomous preferences; analyses implementation and impacts of measures for protection of national economy; carries out investigations with a view of implementation of countervailing measures and antidumping duties; participates in preparing of analytical background papers for implementation of draft of trade policy laws and subordinate regulations; prepares responses to drafts of laws and subordinate regulations with respect to their harmonization with multilateral trade system and other international commitments; prepares participation of the Republic of Croatia in Committee 133 of European Council; assembles information and follows up participation of the Republic of Croatia in the System of Cumulation of Origin; proposes initiating of procedure for concluding free trade agreement; participates in preparing the negotiating platform, prepares text of agreements in segments relating to trade in industrial products, services and investment promotion, participates in negotiations on free trade agreement and analyses its implementation; participates in preparation and sessions of the Joint Committee on Implementation of Free Trade Agreements; participates in preparation of regulations related to supervision of trade in sensitive goods, follows up and participates in activities related to sensitive products (steel, iron products, textile, bovine meat, sugar, cotton wool,  gauze…); participates in membership of the Republic of Croatia in Kimberley process and issues certificates for export of rough diamonds; participates in drafting laws and subordinate regulations and implements regulations referring to export of dual use goods; follows up fulfilment of international commitments arising from  accession of the Republic  of Croatia to various conventions and regimes related to supervision of weapons and dual use goods; participates in activities of national and international working groups in the area of  weapons and dual use products supervision in line with the assumed international commitments; participates in preparation of seminars addressing the supervision of trade in weapons and dual use goods; cooperates and coordinates cooperation with security organizations/initiatives (North-Atlantic Treaty Organization – NATO, Australian Group, Wassenar Agreement); participates with other state administrative bodies and institutions.
6.1.2. World Trade Organization ( WTO) Section
Article 53
The World Trade Organization (WTO) Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Department: prepares, implements and coordinates with the other institutions all activities related to WTO membership of the Republic  of Croatia in view of fulfilling commitments arising from WTO membership: prepares platform and participation in bilateral negotiations with the countries in the process of joining the WTO (preparing requirements of the Republic of Croatia wit respect to duties for industrial products and with respect to trade in services); prepares platforms for negotiations on market access for non-agricultural products; participates in preparing analytical background papers and responses to drafts of laws and subordinate regulations with respect to their harmonization with commitments assumed within the WTO and participates in implementation of WTO rules in Croatian legislation; coordinates communication with the WTO Secretariat; follows up activities and implementation of cooperation with the Mission of the Republic of Croatia to the WTO  in Geneva and foreign diplomatic-consular representatives in the Republic of  Croatia with respect to commitments of the Republic of Croatia assumed by WTO membership; participates in negotiations on free trade agreement; follows up and analyses the implementation of free trade agreement with respect to harmonization with the WTO rules; prepares notification of trade policy regulations and procedures to the WTO Secretariat. 
6.1.3. Trade Policy Legal Aspects Section
Article 54

The Trade Policy Legal Aspects Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Department: cooperates in drafting of laws; prepares responses to drafts of laws and subordinate regulations; follows up legal impacts of membership of the Republic of Croatia in international organizations and integrations; follows up amendments of EU legislation; follows up the process of adjustment of Croatian legislation with the EU acquis; participates in activities of regulatory harmonization within the competence of the Ministry; follows up and participates in the process of implementation of WTO rules in Croatian legislation; gives opinions to proposed legal acts and subordinate regulations beyond the competence of the Ministry.

6.2. International Economic Relations Department
Article 55
The International Economic Relations Department follows up the status and trends in economies of partner countries, in particularly with respect to their trade policies; assembles information referring to joining of the new members to the WTO, Central European Free Trade Agreement – CEFTA and EU; follows up activities and establishes cooperation with economic and trade departments of Croatian embassies; defines and implements cooperation with the state agencies (Croatian Agency for Small Business - HAMAG , Agency for Export and Investment Promotion – AEIP) and the business community (Croatian Employers Association – CEA, Croatian Chamber of Economy – CCE, National Competitiveness Council – NCC) with a view of identifying the prerequisites and directions of further development of economic relations with the partner countries. 
With a view of achieving the above goals the Department carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Directorate: proposes, prepares, coordinates and establishes international economic cooperation and proposes measures for enhancement of economic cooperation, including the participation in proposing export growth measures; proposes initiation of negotiations on concluding or abrogating the international trade or economic agreements, as well as free trade agreements; participates in preparation of negotiating documents; prepares and analyses the impacts of concluded agreements; prepares reports to the Government of the Republic of Croatia on proceeding and completing negotiations; prepares meetings of bilateral intergovernmental commissions, committees, working groups and consultations on economic issues; coordinates and participates in implementation of measures proposed by joint committees and follows up and analyses the impacts of implemented measures; coordinates activities with other national authorities and institutions with respect to economic cooperation with the third countries; participates in activities of  cross-border cooperation groups; cooperates in preparing of strategic documents; gives opinions, prepares responses, reports and materials for the Minister and state officials; prepares periodical (monthly, annual, as appropriate) reports on processes  which the Department follows up and in which it participates; carries out other activities within its scope. 
Following Sections are established within the International Economic Relations Department for carrying out of the activities of the Department:

6.2.1. Bilateral Economic Relations Section

6.2.2. Multilateral Economic Relations Section

6.2.3. International Agreements Section

6.2.4. Analytics Section
6.2.1. Bilateral Economic Relations Section
Article 56
The Bilateral Economic Relations Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Department: prepares, coordinates and establishes bilateral international economic cooperation and proposes measures for promotion of bilateral economic cooperation; follows up the status and trends in economies of partner countries in particularly of their trade policies and defines prerequisites and trends of further development of economic relations with partner countries (including participation in proposing export increase measures); proposes initiation of procedure for concluding or abrogation of economic and trade agreements; participates in preparation of negotiating documents, follows up the implementation of agreements; carries out the procedure of harmonization of texts of protocols and memoranda and follows up all activities relating to concluding and entering into force of protocols and memoranda; prepares reports on impact of particular agreements on the trade; participates in negotiations on bilateral free trade agreements; participates in preparation and sessions of Joint Committees on Implementation of Free Trade Agreements; follows up and analyses implementation of free trade agreements; participates in preparation and activities of bilateral intergovernmental committees or commissions; prepares reports to the Government of the Republic of Croatia on proceeding and completing negotiations on international agreements in the area of foreign economic relations within the competence of Directorate; assembles information related to accession of the new members to WTO, CEFTA and EU; leads the activities of joint committees on economic and trade cooperation; coordinates and participates in implementation of measures proposed by joint committees and follows up and analyses the impacts of implemented measures; follows up activities of cross-border cooperation working groups; follows up activities and establishes cooperation with state agencies (HAMAG, AEIP) and the business community (CAE, CCE and NCC).
Apart of it the Section prepares business trips for the Minister and state officials; maintains communication between the Cabinet of the Minister and the Directorate and cooperates with diplomatic-consular representatives regarding the protocol affairs; assembles, integrates, controls and submits working materials to the state official; prepares programmes, organizes reception/farewell, formal gatherings/lunch/dinner, transfer, conference halls, hotel accommodation, purchasing of gifts and promotional materials; maintains communication between the Spokesman’s office, Public Relations Department and the Directorate
6.2.2. Multilateral Economic Relations Section
Article 57
The Multilateral Economic Relations Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Department: prepares, implements and coordinates with the other institutions all activities related to CEFTA membership of the Republic of Croatia, with a view of fulfilment of commitments arising from this membership; prepares platforms and participates in bilateral negotiations with member states on further trade liberalization, prepares platforms and participates in multilateral negotiations within CEFTA, coordinates communications with the CEFTA Secretariat; prepares, coordinates and establishes cooperation with other regional trade agreements (European Free Trade Association – EFTA) and systematically follows up and establishes cooperation with economic organizations within the UN system (the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe – ECE-UN, Economic and Social Council of the United Nations – ECOSOC, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development – UNCTAD), participates in negotiations on multilateral free trade agreements; as appropriate participates in preparation and activities of sessions of Joint Committee on Economic and Trade Cooperation; participates in activities of cross-border working groups.
6.2.3. International Agreements Section
Article 58

The International Agreements Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Department: follows up all activities related to international agreements from the area of foreign economic relations within the competence of the Ministry; initiates the procedures for concluding agreements; participates in negotiations on agreements;  is responsible for the procedure of publishing and ratification of agreements; prepares responses to application of provisions of agreements; follows up the proceeding/conducts arbitration proceedings; initiates and conducts the procedure of abrogating agreements; conducts procedure of amendments of agreements with third countries within the EU accession procedure; establishes and maintains the agreements data base; participates in procedure of harmonizing the texts of protocols and memoranda and follows up all activities relating to concluding and entering into force of protocols and memoranda; follows up the harmonization process of Croatian legislation with the EU acquis communautaire, the process of amendments of legislation arising from WTO membership and participates in activities of adjustment of legislation within the competence of the Ministry.
6.2.4. Analytics Section

Article 59

The Analytics Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Department: prepares periodical statistic reviews; coordinates and integrates the periodical sector/branch reviews within the competence of the Ministry; creates and maintains the knowledge base; prepares analytical reviews, prepares the background papers for strategic documents for the Government of the Republic of Croatia; prepares background papers for preparation of measures for promotion of international economic cooperation; provides documentation standards; provides for transparency of  activities of the Directorate by identifying the minimum standards for periodical reporting; is responsible for information management, documentation and knowledge management within the Directorate. 

6.3. European Integrations Section

Article 60

The European Integrations Section carries out the following administrative and professional activities within the Directorate: it is in charge of follow up and coordination of all processes related to EU accession of the Republic of Croatia; follows up and supervises meeting the commitments assumed pursuant to the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA); prepares and participates in meeting of the bodies for SAA implementation, meetings of committees and subcommittees, consultations with the European Commission and in other ad hoc working meetings referring to the issues of SAA implementation; coordinates cooperation with other national authorities and institutions; follows up the activities of bodies competent for EU accession; systematically follows up the process of EU membership negotiations; as appropriate participates in preparation and developing negotiating positions and gives opinions to drafts of negotiating positions of other national authorities; coordinates and follows up the activities with respect to institutional development, strengthening of administrative capacities and cooperation with EU institutions; provides logistic support to EU coordinator; provides instructions and participates in preparation and drafting of strategic documents with respect to EU accession of the Republic of Croatia (National Programme, Report on Progress, Pre-accession Economic Programme etc.); proposes and organizes seminars, conferences, workshops, panels (including the internal) with respect to rising public awareness on accession process; follows up and reports internally on activities of the Mission of the Republic of Croatia at the European Community and Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in the EU presiding state; participates in drafting strategic documents; gives opinions, prepares responses, reports and documents for the Minister and state officials; prepares periodical (weekly, monthly, annual, as appropriate) reports on processes followed up by the Department; carries out other activities within its scope. 
7. INVESTMENT PROMOTION AND EXPORT DIRECTORATE
Article 61
The Investment Promotion and Export Directorate carries out administrative and professional activities related to development of investment promotion and export strategy, as well as their implementation, development of free zones, industrial zones, clusters, technological parks and districts, eliminating obstacles to investments, regional development, proposes implementation of economic policy measures aimed at increasing domestic and foreign investments for the purpose of regional development, carries out activities related to promotion and encouraging of  investment friendly environment, as well as security of investments in Croatia, participates in activities related to international projects, carries out analytical-statistical activities through assembling and exchange of economic data, proposes and follows up the regulations stipulating the investment issues, assesses and approves the investment measures, establishes and follows up the activities of free zones and warehouses, industrial zones, clusters, technological parks and districts, identifies and proposes the methods for addressing the issues in implementation of specific projects, prepares drafts of regulations and follows up their implementation, proposes measures and activities for providing and establishing the network of support institutions, zones, centres and incubators, encourages establishing of institutional support to small entrepreneurship, connecting in integral network of support institutions aimed at development of entrepreneurship and carries out other activities within its scope. 

Following departments are established within the Investment Promotion and Export Directorate:

7.1. Investment Promotion Department

7.2. Department of Clusters, Free Zones and Entrepreneurial Zones Development

7.3. Export Department

7.1. Investments Promotion Department
Article 62
The Investments Promotion Department carries out activities referring to planning, development and promotion of opportunities for attracting all types of investments, as well as realization of investment projects in the Republic of Croatia. The Department provides technical and counselling assistance to domestic and foreign investors, plans and develops the investment promotion strategy, prepares reports and provides professional information within its competence, cooperates with other national, local and economic institutions in specific investment projects until harmonization and realization of agreements, proposes concrete solutions to certain issues, follows up the realization of agreed projects, identifies problems in realization of specific projects. Apart of it the Department carries out the activities related to implementation of Investment Promotion Act in the section referring to incentive measures, customs and tax benefits, receives and analyses the requests for approval of incentive measures, customs and tax benefits and maintains corresponding records, proposes and improves the legal regulations with the purpose of improvement the investment conditions, prepares periodical reports on implementation of investment promotion strategy, cooperates with other national authorities of the Republic of Croatia with a view of establishing the necessary organizational structure for implementation of laws and other regulations referring to investments and free zones in the Republic of Croatia, prepares the drafts of regulations stipulating the legal issues and follows up the implementation of legal regulations; carries out other activities within its scope. 

7.2. Department of Clusters, Free Zones and Entrepreneurial Zones Development 

Article 63
Department of Clusters, Free Zones and Entrepreneurial Zones Development carries out activities related to establishing of free zones and warehouses, pursues procedures for passing decisions on granting concessions for establishing of fee zones, as well as consent for establishing warehouses, coordinates activities related to establishing conditions for starting of operations of free zones and warehouses, maintains register of free zones and warehouses, of industrial zones, clusters, technological parks and districts, follows up and analyses the operations within the free zones and warehouses, clusters, and proposes measures for development of their operation, carries out promotional and marketing activities aimed at internationalization of Croatian economy, as well as the promotion of technology transfer, innovation and knowledge, plans and carries out activities referring to promotional marketing activities, aimed at attracting capital in the free zones and clusters, maintains records and prepares annual reports on free zones operations, proposes and improves the legal regulations with the purpose of improving the investment conditions, cooperates with other national authorities of the Republic of Croatia with a view of establishing the necessary organizational structure for enforcement of laws and other regulations referring to investments, free zones, industrial zones, clusters in the Republic of Croatia, prepares drafts of regulations stipulating the legal issues and supervises the application of regulations; prepares reports and provides professional information within its scope; proposes measures and activities for establishing of network of support institutions, zones, centres and incubators, stimulates establishing of institutional support to entrepreneurship in small business and their networking in integral network of support institutions with a view to entrepreneurship development; organizes and provides for implementation of these measures, analyses and follows up information and analyses the status and prepares reports on activities of small business support institutions, coordinates investment promotion activities through funds and is responsible of balanced development of local self government units, prepares reports on activities of small business support institutions, follows up the implementation of laws and subordinate regulations in this sector, supervises the utilization of earmarked funds for entrepreneurial zones, centres and incubators, stimulates development and networking of small entrepreneurship information bases, cooperates with other organizational units and entrepreneurs’ associations. 

Within the Department of Clusters, Free Zones and Entrepreneurial Zones Development following sections are established:

7.2.1. Free Zones and Clusters Development Section

7.2.1. Entrepreneurial Zones Development Section

7.2.1. Free Zones and Clusters Development Section

Article 64
The Entrepreneurial Zones Development Section carries out the activities referring to establishing network of support institutions, zones, centres and incubators, stimulates establishing and development of institutional support to small entrepreneurship and their connecting in integral network of institutions with a view of entrepreneurship development; organizes and provides for implementation of these measures, analyses and follows up their impacts; proposes and implements measures for promotion of introducing the new technologies; follows up and assembles information, reviews the status and prepares reports on activities of small entrepreneurship support institutions; coordinates activities related to investment promotion through funds and is responsible for balanced development of local self government units; prepares reports on activities of  small entrepreneurship support institutions; follows up implementation of laws and subordinate regulations within its competence; supervises the spending of earmarked funds designated for entrepreneurial zones, centres and incubators; promotes development and networking of information bases in small entrepreneurship, cooperates with other organizational units and entrepreneur associations; carries out other activities within its scope.
7.2.2. Entrepreneurial Zones Development Section

Article 65

The Entrepreneurial Zones Development Section proposes measures and activities for providing and establishing the network of support institutions, zones, centres and incubators, stimulates establishing of institutional support to small entrepreneurship and their connecting in an integral network of support institutions for the purpose of entrepreneurship development; organizes and provides for implementation of the measures, reviews and follows up its impacts, proposes and implements measures for promotion of new technologies implementation: follows up and assembles information and reviews the status, prepares reports on operation of small entrepreneurship support institutions; coordinates investment promotion activities through funds and oversees the well balanced development of local self government units; prepares reports on operations of small entrepreneurship support institutions; follows up the implementation of laws and regulations in this sector; supervises the appropriate application of funds allocated for entrepreneurial zones, centres and incubators; promotes the development and networking of small entrepreneurship information data bases, cooperates with other organizational units and entrepreneurs associations; carries out other activities within its scope.
7.3. Export Department

Article 66

The Export Department carries out the activities concerning the planning, development and improving the prospects for Croatian export promotion, as well as enhancing all aspects of export activities of Croatian economic operators;  analyses and follows up the trends in international economic relations, plans and develops promotion strategy for export of Croatian goods and services, prepares reports and provides professional information within its competence; the Department provides technical and counselling assistance to Croatian companies – exporters and cooperates with other national, local and economic institutions in certain export projects, as well as international trade projects, carries out all activities related to drafting and implementation of legal regulations concerning the export promotion, referring to approval of incentive measures and other export subventions, receives and analyses the requests for granting incentive measures and other export subventions, maintains the corresponding records and supervises the application of incentive measures and other export subventions and carries out other activities within its scope. 

8. COMMODITY RESERVES DIRECTORATE 

Article 67
The Commodity Reserves Directorate carries out the activities stipulated by the  State Commodity Reserves Act such as: economic administrative and professional activities related to establishing, use and supplementing the commodity reserves, as well as providing for storage space for commodity reserves storing and maintenance; prepares drafts of commodity reserves programmes, quantity programmes, distribution programmes and permanent annual commodity reserves programme, as well as other acts stipulated by the law; concludes contracts for commodity trade operations and other contracts on terms and conditions stipulated by the law and regulations of the Government of the Republic of Croatia; supervises the investment and current maintenance of the warehouse in ownership of the Commodity Reserves Directorate, i.e. state ownership, as well as equipment and supplies in the warehouse and other facilities used by the Commodity Reserves Directorate; carries out commodity reserves related financial, accounting and bookkeeping operations, carries out accounting operations for the Commodity Reserves Directorate; carries out the analytical-planning and legal operations, as well as follows up the implementation of contractual rights and liabilities on storing and maintenance of commodity reserves and commodity reserves stock, carries out other professional and technical activities referring to commodity reserves functioning; carries out activities in accordance with decisions of the Government of the Republic of Croatia. 

The Commodity Reserves Directorate comprises following internal organizational units:
8.1. Commodity Reserves Department
8.2. Department of Finances, Accounting and Analytical Planning
8.3. Legal Department.
8.1. Commodity Reserves Department
Article 68
The Commodity Reserves Department follows up and reviews the market situation, as well as the market and commodity production trends with respect to commodity reserves; prepares and participates in preparing the draft of the Permanent Commodity Reserves Programme, as well as the Permanent Annual Commodity reserves Programme; proposes, supplements and executes the commodity procurement and sales plan pursuant to the stipulated Annual Commodity Reserves Programme and the decisions of the Government of the Republic of Croatia;  follows up amendments and application of law and other regulations referring to commodity reserves operations; follows up and provides for timely fulfilment of contractual obligations between the Commodity Reserves Directorate and legal entities within the competence of the Department, proposes and prepares documents for legal and other protection of contractual and economic interests of Commodity Reserves Directorate; proposes and carries out operations related to market interventions by way of commodity reserves; pursues supervision of operations of legal entities with respect to implementation of law and contractual obligations of storing and maintenance of commodity reserves, controls the commodity reserves and their storage conditions, implements measures aimed at eliminating the flaws and irregularities, proposes the control plan and maintains the records of performed controls; proposes and participates in preparing drafts and implementation of the programme in the section referring to investment and current maintenance of facilities, storing equipment, IT equipment and other equipment in ownership of the Directorate; proposes and implements the most cost effective methods of  use of the said equipment; supervises the security and protective measures referring to facilities, equipment and cars; participates in drafting the Technical Follow up Programme of the overall assets of the Directorate; proposes and executes the procurement and sales plan, as well as the plan of supplementing of storing, IT and other equipment; invites tenders for selection of best bidder for purchasing, sales and maintenance of facilities, equipment and other supplies, analyses the bids and proposes the selection of best bidders; proposes and implements the records types and methods within its scope; proposes technical and technological improvements in use and management of the assets of the Directorate; maintains corresponding commodity reserves records; proposes technological and economic improvements with respect to commodity reserves operations; carries out other activities on behalf of the Assistant Minister – Head of Directorate. 

8.2. Department of Finances, Accounting and Analytical Planning
Article 69
The Department of Finances, Accounting, Analytical Planning and Legal Affairs carries out administrative and other professional activities related to: participating in drafting the material financial aspect of permanent commodity reserves programmes, as well as permanent annual commodity reserves programmes; drafts the commodity reserves funds programme and controls the harmonization of the program items with the financial-accounting regulations; follows up the execution and realization of the financial plan, prepares drafts of regulations, i.e. financial and accounting documents, maintains financial and bookkeeping records and other corresponding records in the commodity reserves area; prepares financial-accounting documents, keeps accounts of business cases, identifies the business performance and allocates funds evidenced in annual account; follows up the modifications and status of permanent and market commodity reserves and releases analytical indicators and proposals of measures, reviews the achieved and allocated funds for establishing of commodity reserves, prepares accounting components in the  commodity reserves purchasing and sales procedure, as well as the storage, supplementing and maintenance of permanent commodity reserves.
8.3. Legal Department
Article 70
The Legal Department carries out professional review of all legal documents referring to commodity reserves operations; carries out legal harmonization of contractual and other relations, establishes cooperation with the State Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Croatia in the process of  protection of interests of the Directorate in courts procedures, organizes activities related to property insurance of the Directorate, arranges commodity reserves meetings; organizes and carries out the duties of  mail registry and distribution office, maintains records for the Directorate, provides secretarial services, services of mail receipt and delivery, transcription and multiplication; provides  other legal and administrative services. 

9. LABOUR AND LABOUR MARKET DIRECTORATE
Article 71
The  Labour  and Labour Market Directorate carries out administrative and other professional activities related to labour relations, labour market and employment, collective and other agreements, activities aimed at promotion of trilateral cooperation of social partners, participation and availing of pre-accession projects, harmonizing of Croatian legislation with the EU acquis communautaire as for instance: normative regulation of labour relations, labour market and employment, follow up of the active employment policy, follow up of equal treatment in the area of employment and labour, follow up of the exercising the rights during the unemployment period, administrative procedure with respect to application of labour market and employment regulations, providing professional assistance to entities, employers, workers and unemployed persons, promotion of trilateral cooperation of social partners, registration of associations, recording and follow up of collective agreements, promotion of collective negotiating, providing professional assistance to trade unions and employers’ unions, implementation of international agreements in the area of labour and employment, administrative control in the area of labour market and employment, follow up of international regulations in the area of labour and labour market, participation in the procedure of concluding multilateral international agreements in the area of labour and employment, implementation of active safety at work policy.

Following departments are established within the Labour and Labour Market Directorate:

9.1. Labour Law Department
9.2. Labour Market and Employment Department
9.3. European  Integrations and Project Management Department
9.4. Safety at Work Department.
9.1. Labour Law Department
Article 72
The Labour Law Department carries out the following activities: activities related to normative regulation of labour relations, follow up of judicial practice in the area of labour relations, legal interpretations with respect to application of labour law regulations, administrative procedures related to application of labour law regulations, providing technical assistance to entities, companies and workers, as well as promotion of trilateral cooperation of social partners, registration of associations, recording and follow up of collective agreements, promoting collective negotiating and providing professional assistance to trade unions and employers’ associations, preparing of reports, studies and reviews on application of regulations and status of workers, and follow up of national and foreign labour regulations and other activities specified d by the Minister. 

Following sections are established within the Labour Law Department:

9.1.1. Labour Law Section

9.1.2. Section of Social Partnership, Collective Agreements and Associations

9.1.1. Labour Law Section
Article 73

The Labour Law Section carries out the following activities: normative regulation of labour relations, follow up of judicial practice in the area of labour relations, follow up of exercising the rights deriving from labour relations, administrative procedures related to application of labour law regulations, providing technical assistance to entities, companies and workers, follow up of national and foreign labour regulations and other activities specified by the minister. 

9.1.2. Section of Social Partnership, Collective Agreements and Associations

Article 74
The Section of Social Partnership, Collective Agreements and Associations carries out the following activities: promotion of tripartial cooperation between the social partners, registration of associations, recording and follow up of collective agreements, promotion of collective negotiating and providing technical assistance to trade unions and employers associations, maintaining labour market statistics and other activities specified by the Minister.
The Section as focal point for cooperation required for establishing transnational providing of services carries out the following activities: providing information to foreign employers and workers and other stakeholders on issues within its competence, in particularly on labour law legislation applicable to transnational providing of services, on volume and the contents of the minimal guaranteed rights and conditions for employment of foreign workers who have, within the transnational providing of services, been assigned to jobs in the Republic of Croatia, as well as the activities related to providing other information, such as referring to trade unions, employers associations or other authorities competent for implementation of other regulations applicable to foreign workers, various agents, relevant legal provisions, administrative cooperation with related  authorities in others states with respect to issues within its competence, that is referring of such requests, issues, information or applications for cooperation to other competent authorities, cooperation with other authorities competent for follow up and supervising of requirements for employment and exercising of guaranteed rights of foreign workers assigned to jobs in the Republic of Croatia under  transnational providing of services, possible cases of illegal transnational activities or illegal employment, social security and implementation of other regulations applicable to foreign workers in general, implementing measures required for general availability of basic data on employment requirements. 
9.2. Labour Market and Employment Department

Article 75

The Labour Market and Employment Section carries out the following activities: normative regulation of labour market and employment, follow up of active employment policy, follow up of equal treatment in the area of employment and labour (including special rights of disabled persons), follow up of exercising the rights during the unemployment period, providing legal interpretation with respect to application of labour market and employment regulations, administrative proceedings related to application of labour market and employment regulations, providing professional assistance to entities, employers, workers and unemployed persons, participating in the procedure of concluding multilateral international agreements in the area of employment and detachment of workers and the corresponding follow up, administrative and other professional activities related to participation in activities of international organizations and European integrations in the area of labour and social security, follow up of international labour and labour market regulations, participation in the procedure of concluding multilateral international agreements in the area of labour and employment, screening of harmonization of labour law legislation in the Republic of Croatia with the international agreements and regulations of EU integrations, participating in drafting regulations in the area of labour and labour market, preparing reports on multilateral international agreements in the area or labour and social security, cooperation with international organizations, administrative control in the area of labour market and employment (Croatian Employment Service, Professional Rehabilitation Institutions, Development and Employment Fund), second instance procedures pursuant to the Act on Protection of Workers Claims in Case of Employer’s Bankruptcy, and other activities specified by the Minister. 

Following Sections are established within the Labour Market and Employment Department:

9.2.1. Labour Market and Employment Section
9.2.2 Legal and Administrative Affairs Section
9.2.1. Labour Market and Employment Section
Article 76

The Labour Market and Employment Section carries out the following activities: normative regulation of labour market and employment, follow up of active employment policy, follow up of equal treatment in the area of employment and labour (including special rights of disabled persons), follow up of exercising the rights during the unemployment period, providing legal interpretation with respect to application of labour market and employment regulations, administrative proceedings related to application of labour market and employment regulations, providing professional assistance to entities, employers, workers and unemployed persons, participating in the procedure of concluding multilateral international agreements in the area of employment and detachment of workers and the corresponding follow up, administrative and other professional activities related to participation in activities of international organizations and European integrations in the area of labour and social security, follow up of international labour and labour market regulations, participation in the procedure of concluding multilateral international agreements in the area of labour and employment, screening of harmonization of labour law legislation in the Republic of Croatia with the international agreements and regulations of EU integrations, participating in drafting regulations in the area of labour and labour market, preparing reports on multilateral international agreements in the area or labour and social security, preparing reports on multiparty international agreements in the area of labour and labour market, cooperation with international organizations and other activities specified by the Minister. 

9.2.2. Legal and Administrative Affairs Section
Article 77

The Legal and Administrative Affairs Section carries out the following activities: carrying out of administrative control on labour market and employment (Croatian Employment Service, professional rehabilitation institutions, Development and Employment Fund), second instance administrative procedures pursuant to the Act on Protection of Workers Claims in Case of Employer’s Bankruptcy, and other activities specified by the Minister. 

9.3. European Integrations and Project Management Department

Article 78

The European Integrations and Project Management Department carries out administrative and other professional activities related to participation in activities of international organizations and European integrations in the area of labour, labour market and social security, follow up of international labour and labour market regulations, participating in the procedure of concluding multilateral international agreements in the area of labour and employment,  examining of harmonization of labour law legislation in the Republic of Croatia with the EU multilateral international agreements in the area of labour and labour market, and other activities specified by the Minister.
The European Integrations and Project Management Department carries out professional, administrative and legal administrative activities relating to preparation, planning, implementation, financing and evaluation of current, annual and several-years plans and working programmes. The Department cooperates with other stakeholders and other factors in planning and implementation of EU support programmes and projects. The Department follows up and analyses the realization process and dynamics of EU programmes implemented in the Republic of Croatia. The Department is responsible for preparation, implementation, financing, supervising and assessment of outcomes of all EU programmes referring to human resources development projects. The Department maintains records and project processing, prepares required reports and information, organizes information support and documents filing and carries out other activities and tasks specified by the Minister. 
The Department cooperates with programme leaders in the Ministry and state administrative bodies in preparing proposals and implementation of concrete pre-accession programmes and projects in line with European Community regulations and rules; carries prior review of texts and financial agreements and project summaries; prepares and carries out the bidding procedures and concludes contracts on procurement of services, goods and works; and as appropriate, organizes trainings related to project preparation  and implementation.

Following Sections are established within the European Integrations and Project Management Department:

9.3.1. European Integrations Section

9.3.2. Project Management Section

9.3.1. European Integrations Section

Article 79

The European Integrations Section carries out administrative and other professional activities related to participation in activities of international organizations and European integrations in the area of labour, labour market and social security, follows up international labour and labour market regulations, participates in procedure of concluding multilateral international labour and employment agreements, examines harmonization of labour legislation in the Republic of Croatia with EU multilateral international agreements and regulations, participates in drafting labour and labour market regulations and prepares reports on multilateral international labour and social security agreements, cooperates with international organizations and carries out other activities specified by the Minister. 
9.3.2. Project Management Section
Article 80

The Project Management Section carries out professional, administrative and legal administrative activities relating to preparation and planning of annual and several-years plans and working programmes. In cooperation with the Directorates of the Ministry, other competent ministries and institutions, local government and self government and other experts from the area of human resources management, labour law, employment, social dialogue and labour market promotion, prepares documents for implementation of EU IPA programmes (Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance). The Section prepares background papers for preparation of public bidding procedures and implementation of EU programmes, prepares reports and plans, and provides IT support and processing.

The Project Management Section will carry out all activities of management bodies, as well as activities of interministerial coordination body to be established for component IV of the IPA – Human Resources Development.
The Project Management Section prepares criteria and methods for selection of appropriate financial projects and organizes the project implementation under IPA, prepares procedures and documents, as well as the required forms for project implementation, carries out prior review of texts of financial agreements and project proposals, prepares and carries out the bidding procedure, concludes contracts on procurement of services and goods, is in charge of system management for financial follow up of project implementation and financial resources; it follows up and reports accordingly, reviews and evaluates the efficiency of annual and several-years working plans and carries out other activities specified by the Minister.

9.4. Safety at Work Department
Article 81
The Safety at Work Department carries our administrative and professional activities related to active safety at work policy as for instance; establishing work connected injuries and occupational diseases follow up system, risk assessment with respect to work connected injuries and occupational diseases, establishing criteria and procedures with respect to work organization adapted to workers, providing proposals with respect to improving the safety at work, preparing of technical background papers for the Minister within its competence, in particularly the regulations and cooperation at European level, cooperation with international safety at work organizations and institutions, as well as follow up of foreign safety at work regulations, cooperation in preparing Croatian safety at work standards,  drafting of programmes designated for safety at work experts, employers and authorized persons and participation in testing of skills, providing technical support to employers associations, trade unions, institutions, companies and natural persons authorized for providing safety at work services, as well as authorities with respect to providing data within its scope and other activities specified by the Minister. 
10. PENSION INSURANCE DIRECTORATE
Article 82
The Pension Insurance Directorate carries out administrative and other activities related to the pension insurance system such as: normative regulation of pension system, drafting of new and amendments of the current pension insurance laws and regulations; legality supervision and supervision of public documents of Croatian Pension Insurance Institute, supervision of expert witness and senior expert witness, as well as professional committee for assessment, carrying out the pension insurance medical expertise; review of reports on activities of Croatian Agency for Supervision of Financial Services; proposing measures for removal of identified disadvantages  and improving the pension insurance status; review of economic financial relations and follow up of the pension insurance development and promotion policy; proposing measures for promotion of rights of insurers and pension beneficiaries; elaboration of professional opinions and argumentations on implementation of pension insurance provisions; follow up of status in obligatory and voluntary pension insurance based on individual capitalized savings. Participation in preparing international health insurance agreements and negotiations on concluding these agreements; preparing drafts of laws on ratification of concluded agreements; follow up of  international social insurance agreements implementation and the corresponding coordination of national activities; correspondence with competent authorities in the states in which the social insurance agreements are applied; participation in activities of international organizations’ bodies and European integrations and in activities of regional initiatives in  social insurance related projects; follow up of international regulations, professional social insurance literature and practice; preparing reports on harmonization of Croatian legislation with EU regulations in the area of social insurance; preparing reports and opinions on application of concluded international social insurance agreements and providing technical assistance with respect to their application; cooperation with other state administrative bodies in implementation of social insurance international agreements; supervision over application and providing argumentations on implementation of social insurance international agreements and other activities stipulated by the Minister. 
Following departments are established within the Pension Insurance Directorate: 

10.1. Pension Insurance Department
10.2. Social Insurance Bilateral Cooperation Department 

10.1. Pension Insurance Department
Article 83
The Pension Insurance Department carries out the following activities: normative regulation of the pension system, legality supervision and supervision of public documents of the Croatian Pension Insurance Institute, supervision of expert witness and senior expert witness, as well as professional committee for assessment, carrying out the pension insurance medical expertise; review of reports on activities of Croatian Agency for Supervision of Financial Services; proposing measures for elimination of imperfections and improvement of the pension system status; review of economic  financial relations, follow up of the pension insurance development and promoting policy; proposing measures for promotion of rights of insurers and pension beneficiaries; elaboration of professional opinions and argumentations on implementation of pension insurance provisions; follow up of status in obligatory and voluntary pension insurance based on individual capitalized savings and other activities stipulated by the Minister.

10.2. Social Insurance Bilateral Cooperation Department
Article 84
The Social Insurance Bilateral Cooperation Department carries out the following activities: drafting of international social insurance agreements; participation in negotiations on concluding these agreements; preparing drafts of laws on ratification of concluded agreements; follow up of  international social insurance agreements implementation and the corresponding coordination of national activities; correspondence with competent authorities in the states in which the social insurance agreements are applied; participation in activities of international organizations bodies and European integrations and in activities of regional initiatives in  social insurance related projects; follow up of international regulations, professional social insurance literature and practice; preparing reports on harmonization of Croatian legislation with EU regulations in the area of social insurance; preparing reports and opinions on application of concluded international social insurance agreements and providing technical assistance with respect to their application; cooperation with other state administrative bodies in implementation of social insurance international agreements; supervision over application and providing argumentations on implementation of social insurance international agreements and other activities stipulated by the Minister. 

11. SMALL AND MEDIUM COMPANIES AND COOPERATIVES DIRECTORATE
Article 85
The Small and Medium Companies and Cooperatives Directorate follows up the status of the SME and cooperatives sector with a view of identifying and eliminating barriers for enhanced development of entrepreneurship, proposes, implements and coordinates measures and activities for systematic development of entrepreneurship by means of promotion, education, informing, professional assistance, providing and allocation of financing, establishing of institutional support, introducing of innovations and harmonization of legal regulations; stimulates mutual connecting of small business operators, as well as their connecting with major economic operators; follows up the impacts of economic system instruments and proposes their harmonization; prepares economic policy measures and reviews their impact to development and operations of small entrepreneurship and in particularly of small and medium companies and cooperatives; proposes and organizes upgrading of entrepreneurs, follows up the statistics of small entrepreneurship, as well as its development trends; carries out professional activities related to harmonization of regulations with the EU regulations; proposes and implements measures of promotion of international cooperation, export and investment in small business operators, cooperates with other state administrative bodies, local and regional self government units, professional and scientific institutions and representatives of entrepreneurs with respect to preparing and implementation of incentive measures and carries out other activities within its scope. The  Small and Medium Companies and Cooperatives Directorate prepares drafts of laws and other regulations within the competence of the Directorate, provides expertise and interpretations with respect to application and implementation of laws and other regulations; follows up and proposes amendments to regulations, prepares drafts of intergovernmental agreements within the competence of the Directorate; carries out administrative procedures and administrative control in administrative matters within the competence of the Directorate, unless the said activities or part of the activities are not, pursuant to other regulations or this Regulation, in the competence of other internal organizational unit or administrative organization within the Ministry; follows up the application of laws and other regulations and provides for its enforcement. 

Within the Small and Medium Companies Directorate following departments are established: 
11.1. Entrepreneurship Development and Support Department
11.2. Professional Programmes Department
11.3. Cooperatives Department.
11.1. Entrepreneurship Development and Support Department
Article 86
The Entrepreneurship Development and Support Department proposes measures and activities for providing balanced entrepreneurship development in the Republic of Croatia; supervises implementation of Small Entrepreneurship Development Promotion Act and other regulations from this area; cooperates with other state administrative bodies and institutions related to entrepreneurship promotion in line with the Small Entrepreneurship Promotion Act; is actively involved in infrastructure development with a view of institutional support, creating favourable environment for entrepreneurship growth and development; stimulates education and in particularly the life-long learning for entrepreneurship with a view to creating competitive entrepreneurship with respect to EU; coordinates activities of entrepreneurs’ associations; follows up programmes implementation of  Small Entrepreneurship Promotion competent authorities and adjusts them with the Entrepreneurship Promotion Programme at the level of the Republic of Croatia; proposes and organizes small entrepreneurship promotion activities, participates in drafting of laws and other regulations, relevant for entrepreneurship development; systematically follows up, reviews and reports to competent bodies on outcomes of entrepreneurship promotion measures implementation, proposes financing and restructuring measures for small entrepreneurship entities; coordinates and participates in committees for allocation of state aid; closely cooperates with Croatian Competition Agency with respect to sate aid, participates in activities related to international agreements of the Republic of Croatia referring to small entrepreneurship, participates in preparation of documents referring to EU negotiations, preparation of EU Charter for Small Enterprises; carries out other professional activities related to harmonization of national entrepreneurial legislation with the EU legislation, supervises spending of earmarked aid funds; prepares and follows up the execution of the State Budget within the scope of the Department; proposes new entrepreneurship promotion measures; participates in activities of Croatian Agency for Small Business (HAMAG); is involved in activities of entrepreneurship promotion in other state administrative bodies; closely cooperates with business banks and other institutions with a view of more favourable financing of entrepreneurship and carries out other activities within its scope.
Within the Entrepreneurship Development and Support Department following sections are established: 

11.1.1. Project Preparation and Implementation Section
11.1.2. Analyses Section

11.1.1. Project Preparation and Implementation Section

Article 87

The Project Preparation and Implementation Section follows up the status of small business entities; proposes, prepares and implements the incentive projects; establishes various aspects of support to small entrepreneurship on the base of strategic documents of the Republic of Croatia on small entrepreneurship development; establishes contacts with international organizations and proposes upgrading of incentive measures; follows up the activities of entrepreneurs’ associations; organizes entrepreneurship counselling, participates in entrepreneurial seminars and conferences; cooperates with authorities competent for entrepreneurs education, proposes and implements entrepreneurship training and lifelong learning  measures; follows up regulations referring to allocation of supports, prepares reports on realization of projects and submits them to the competent bodies in the Ministry; gives professional opinions on supports and projects; prepares documents required for project implementation; proposes amendments to spending of budget resources; closely cooperates with other organizational units of the Ministry, Croatian Agency for Small Business -HAMAG and banks; participates in activities for preparing documents required for EU; is actively involved in realization and implementation of EU projects relating to economy, market competition, education etc.; carries out other activities within its scope.
11.1.2. Analyses Section

Article 88

The Analyses Section systematically follows up, analyses and reports on outcomes of incentive measures implementation in line with the Small Entrepreneurship Development Promotion Act, proposes incentive measures for small entrepreneurship development based on analytical reports; follows up the Small Entrepreneurship Implementation Programmes  launched by competent authorities; proposes harmonization with the Entrepreneurship Development Programme at the level of the Republic of Croatia; closely cooperates with Croatian Competition Agency with respect to supports; participates in activities relating to international agreements of the Republic of Croatia in the area of small entrepreneurship, participates in preparing EU negotiations documents, preparing of EU Charter for Small Business, participates in preparing and project implementation of EU Pre-Accession Programmes; participates in preparing and follow up of State Budget execution within its scope; participates in activities of Croatian Agency for Small Business. 
11.2. Professional Programmes Department
Article 89
The Professional Programmes Department drafts professional programmes, technical programmes, provides professional opinion and directs the innovators’ programmes, connects the innovators and entrepreneurs, provides professional opinion and assessments of production promotion; follows up the situation, prepares reviews and reports on status of the incentive programmes; carries out professional activities with respect to proposing and implementation of incentive measures and increased investments in small business operators, follows up and reviews the status of entrepreneurship; defines and proposes measures and activities aimed at promotion of local small business development programmes, as well as investment in local programmes; proposes economic policy measures aimed at enhanced investments in small business operators; proposes entrepreneurship development and promotion measures by means of technical upgrading, innovation and their commercialization. 

11.3. Cooperatives Department
Article 90
The Cooperatives Department follows up the status of cooperatives sector, proposes and supervises the implementation of measures of cooperatives and cooperatives sector development; follows up and reviews the status in cooperatives sector; follows up and supervises the enforcement of laws and regulations, stipulating the terms and conditions of cooperatives’ operations; proposes economic policy measures for enhanced cooperatives sector development and supervises the implementation of proposed measures; carries out activities for cooperatives sector promotion and stimulates the organized appearance of cooperatives in the country and abroad; prepares drafts of laws and other regulations within its competence; follows up international regulations in the area of cooperatives sector; proposes and follows up vocational training of  cooperative members and employees; issues instructions and provides opinion on implementation of laws and regulations within its competence; cooperates with other state administrative bodies, as well as Croatian Cooperatives Union in addressing issues related to cooperatives’ operations; cooperates with scientific and professional institutes and carries out other activities within its scope. 

12. CRAFTS DIRECTORATE 
Article 91
The Crafts Directorate follows up and analyses the status of the crafts businesses, follows up enforcement of laws and regulations stipulating the terms and conditions of crafts businesses operations; proposes economic policy measures for enhanced crafts businesses development and supervises the implementation of proposed measures; proposes projects and financing sources; carries out appropriate activities for crafts businesses promotion, as well as promotion of organized appearance of craftsmen in the country and abroad; prepares drafts of laws and other regulations within its competence; supervises international regulations from the crafts sector; pursues administrative procedure, administrative and professional control in administrative matters within the competence of  Directorate, unless these activities or part of activities are, pursuant to some other regulation or this Regulation, in the competence of other internal organizational unit or administrative organization within the Ministry; maintains the Crafts Register and coordinates activities of issuing crafts licences; supervises the vocational training required for the crafts; life long education and upgrading; prepares educational programmes for crafts businesses, life-long education and upgrading programmes; supervises the procedure of issuing crafts licences for practical vocational education; supervises the craftsman’s examination, master craftsman’s examination and qualifications examination; gives instructions and opinions with respect to enforcement of laws and regulations within its competence; cooperates with other state administrative bodies and Croatian Chamber of Trades and Crafts in addressing the issues related to craftsmen’s operations and vocational education, cooperates with professional and scientific institutions and carries out other activities within its scope.

Following departments are established within the Crafts Directorate:

12.1. Crafts Register Department
12.2. Vocational Education and Crafts Development Department
12.1. Crafts Register Department
Article 92
The Crafts Register Department coordinates activities related to entering the crafts in the Crafts Register and issuing of crafts licences, supervises establishing and operating of the Crafts Register, maintenance, development and improvement of information and communication system of the Crafts Register and supervises the maintaining of the Crafts Register in the counties. The Department carries out activities related to communication connecting of the existing data bases in state administrative bodies and other institutions. It gives instructions and opinions with respect to enforcement of laws and regulations within its competence. It provides professional assistance to the beneficiaries, aimed at proper use of applications and technical equipment. It administers applications of the Crafts Register and VPN in view of regulating the access to the system and further authorization. It provides for necessary interventions of repair and maintenance services. It supervises the safety of data storing of the central data base. It cooperates with other state administrative bodies, as well as the Croatian Chamber of Trade and Crafts. It proposes measures for upgrading the applications for maintaining of the Crafts Register. It participates in preparing drafts of laws an other regulations, stipulating the terms and conditions of craftsmen’s operations; follows up the enforcement of laws and regulations and proposes amendments; follows up international regulations in the area of crafts businesses and prepares the drafts of intergovernmental agreements within the competence of the Ministry, pursues administrative procedures, administrative and professional control in administrative matters, provides professional assistance to craftsmen and carries out other activities within its scope. 

Following sections are established within the Crafts Register Department:

12.1.1. Crafts Register Section

12.1.2. Administrative and Legal Affairs Section

12.1.1. Crafts Register Section

Article 93

The Crafts Register Section coordinates the activities related to entering the crafts in the Crafts Register and issuing of crafts licences,  supervises the establishing and operating of the Crafts Register, maintenance, development and improvement of information and communication system of the Crafts Register and supervises the maintaining of the Crafts Register in the counties. The Department carries out activities related to communication connecting of the existing data bases in state administrative bodies and other institutions. It gives instructions and opinions with respect to enforcement of laws and regulations within its competence. It provides professional assistance to the beneficiaries, aimed at proper use of applications and technical equipment. It administers applications of the Crafts Register and VPN in view of regulating the access to the system and further authorization. It provides for necessary interventions of repair and maintenance services. It supervises the safety of data storing of the central data base. It cooperates with other state administrative bodies, as well as the Croatian Chamber of Trade and Crafts. It proposes measures for upgrading the applications for maintaining of the Crafts Register.
12.1.2. Administrative and Legal Affairs Section

Article 94

The Administrative and Legal Affairs Section participates in drafting of laws and other regulations stipulating the conditions and  operations of craftsmen; follows up the implementation of laws and subordinate regulations and proposes amendments; follows up international regulation in the crafts sector and drafts  international agreements within the competence of the Ministry; pursues administrative procedures, administrative and professional control in administrative matters, provides professional assistance to craftsmen and carries out other activities within its scope.
12.2. Vocational Education and Crafts Development Department

Article 95

The Vocational Education Department follows up the current vocational education system; carries out measures and activities for systematic development of vocational education; prepares reviews and reports and proposes incentive measures; participates in preparing drafts of laws and proposes passing of regulations in the section pertaining to the vocational education and upgrading; prepares methodology for drafting educational programmes; proposes passing of vocational education programmes for  labour market qualifications for various crafts businesses, proposes launching of programmes for craftsman’s examinations, master craftsman’s examinations and qualification examinations, proposes life-long education programmes and upgrading of craftsmen, supervises its implementation; prepares and implements incentive programmes for improvement of vocational education and upgrading of craftsmen; prepares instructions and opinions referring to vocational education and special conditions for  running crafts businesses; cooperates with other organizational units of the Ministry; cooperates with chambers, educational institutions, state administrative bodies and institutions; pursues administrative procedure, administrative control in administrative matters within the competence of the Ministry, in particularly with respect to meeting the special conditions for running  associated crafts businesses; carries out administrative and professional control over the master craftsman’s examinations and qualification examinations, supervises the procedures of issuing licences to craftsmen for carrying out practical  vocational education; proposes the control plans; prepares control reviews and reports; follows up the use of special purpose funds from incentive programmes; carries out other activities within its scope.  

Within the scope of Vocational Education and Crafts Development Department the following sections are established:

12.2.1. Education Programmes and Supervision Section

12.2.2. Crafts Projects and Development Section

12.2.1. Education Programmes and Supervision Section

Article 96

The Education Programmes and Supervision Section follows up the existing system of vocational education; implements measures and activities for systematic development of vocational education; prepares analyses and reports and proposes incentive measure; participates in drafting of drafts of laws and proposes  passing of subordinate regulations referring to vocational education and upgrading; develops methodology for drafting of educational programmes; proposes launching or vocational education programmes for obtaining qualifications for labour market for various crafts, proposes launching of programmes for craftsman’s examinations, master craftsman’s examinations and qualification examinations, proposes life-long education programmes and upgrading of craftsmen, supervises its implementation; prepares and implements incentive programmes for improvement of vocational education and upgrading of craftsmen; prepares instructions and opinions referring to vocational education and special conditions for  running crafts businesses; cooperates with other organizational units of the Ministry; cooperates with chambers, educational institutions, state administrative bodies and institutions; pursues administrative procedure, administrative control in administrative matters within the competence of the Ministry, in particularly with respect to meeting the special conditions for running  associated crafts businesses; carries out administrative and professional control over the master craftsman’s examinations and qualification examinations, supervises the procedures of issuing licences to craftsmen for carrying out practical  vocational education; proposes the control plans; prepares control reviews and reports; follows up the use of special purpose funds from incentive programmes; carries out other activities within its scope.  

12.2.2. Crafts Projects and Development Section

Article 97
The Crafts Projects and Development Section prepares analyses and reports and proposes incentive measures; drafts and implements incentive programmes for improvement  of vocational education and  upgrading of craftsmen;  prepares instructions and opinions referring to vocational education and special conditions for running crafts businesses; cooperates with other organizational units of the Ministry; cooperates with chambers, educational institutions, state administrative bodies and institutions; follows up the use of special purpose funds from incentive programmes; carries out other activities within its scope.  

13. INTERNAL AUDIT DEPARTMENT

Article 98

The Internal Audit Department carries out the overall internal audit for the Ministry, gives professional opinion and has the counselling role aimed at improving the activities of the Ministry. The Department assesses systems, processes and the internal control system based on risk management; carries out internal audits in conformity with the best professional practice and internal audit standards, as well as the internal auditors code of ethics; tests, analyses and assesses all operational functions within the competence of the Ministry; carries out individual internal audits and gives recommendations to the Minister, aimed at enhancing efficiency and effectiveness of the system; develops strategic and operational audit plans, carries out special audits, as appropriate, or upon request of the Minister; carries out the audit of availing of EU funds as well as funds provided by other international organizations or institutions; prepares reports on internal audit and submits them to the Minister, supervises the implementation of the recommendations set out in previous auditor’s reports, prepares periodic and annual reports on Department’s activities and submits them to the competent institutions and persons pursuant to regulations in force, cooperates with the Directorate of   Internal Audit and Financial Control Harmonization, comprising the obligatory submitting of strategic and annual plans, as well as annual reports to the Directorate; supervises and gives recommendations for ongoing education of internal auditors in line with the International Standards for Internal Audit; assesses implementation follow up of the State Audit Office.

14. DEPARTMENT FOR PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF EU PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS (EUROPEAN UNION – EU)
Article 99

The Department for Preparation and Implementation of EU Programmes and Projects (European Union – EU) carries out in cooperation and coordination with other professional departments and bodies the professional, administrative and administrative-legal activities, as well as activities relating to preparing, planning, implementation, financing and evaluation of current, annual and several years working plans and programmes; assembles, processes and analyses the status of requirements for activities within the competence of the  Ministry with the local and regional self government units, their bodies, as well as other participants and factors in planning and implementation of EU assistance programmes and projects, and in particularly with the responsible Directorates of the Ministry, which activities are related or closely linked to the scope of the Department; follows up and analyses the process and dynamics of realization of EU programmes being implemented in the Ministry, with a view  of economic and social cohesion promotion in the Republic of Croatia, as well as balancing of its economic development with the European Union. The Department is responsible for preparation, implementation, financing, supervision and evaluation of outcomes of EU programmes referring to regional development projects, small and medium entrepreneurship projects and industrial policy, within the implementation of the programme “Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance” (IPA), for the third component Regional Development – Regional Competitiveness, for which management and implementation the Ministry of the Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship is competent (in line with the Directive of the Government of the Republic of Croatia of February 7, 2007).
The Department is also responsible for: preparation of sectors’ implementation reports, as well as submitting of reports to the national IPA programme coordinator and national official for authentication, recording and project processing, prepares required reports and information; is responsible for establishing and upgrading of the adequate system of data filing, reporting and information; organizes IT support and filing of documents, meeting the European Commission’s requirements referring to program information and carries out other activities by order of higher ranked officials.
The Department cooperates with programme leaders in the Ministry and state administrative bodies in preparing proposals and actual projects from IPA Pea-accession Assistance Programme, in line with EU regulations and rules; carries out prior review of the texts of financial agreements and project summaries.
For carrying out of activities and assignments of the Department for Preparation and Implementation of EU Programmes and Projects (European Union – EU) the following sections are established:

14.1. Preparation Section

14.2. Implementation Section

14.3. Financing Section

14.4. Follow up and Evaluation Section

14.1. Preparation Section

Article 100

The Preparation Section carries out the professional, administrative and administrative legal activities referring to preparing and planning of annual and several years’ plans and working programmes; assembles, processes and analyses the requirements for promotion of economy development, raising competitiveness of the Republic of Croatia and proposes guidelines and measures. In cooperation with the Directorates of the Ministry, other responsible ministries, local government and self government and business and university community prepares documents for implementation of EU IPA programmes, prepares and drafts background papers and proposals for particular projects within the Operational Programmes implementation; prepares information, plans and carries out the activities aimed at raising awareness and dissemination of information on the prospects of involving the beneficiaries in projects for implementation of EU IPA assistance programmes. The Section prepares criteria and methodology for selection and implementation of appropriate projects and prepares necessary background papers for preparing public bidding procedures for project implementation. The Section prepares reports and plans; organizes and provides IT support and processing, organizes and carries out filing of documents; carries out other activities and assignments upon the order of the higher ranked officials.

14.2. Implementation Section

Article 101

The Implementation Section prepares background papers and documents for carrying out the bidding procedures and technical project implementation under the EU IPA assistance programmes, in line with the Operative Programme. The Section prepares procedures and documents for successful implementation of projects, prepares carrying out of bidding procedures and signing of contracts and provides for implementation of selected projects in line with laws and regulations in force in the Republic of Croatia and in accordance with the EU regulations and procedures for particular programmes.

14.3. Financing Section

Article 102

The Financing Section carries our prior review of texts of financial agreements and project summaries; prepares the bidding documents and background papers for contracts on procurement of services, goods and works; manages the system for financial follow up of project implementation and flow of financial resources, follows up and reports. The Section submits information on approved expenses and applied procedures to the National Fund and national verification official.
14.4. Follow up and Evaluation Section

Article 103

The Follow up and Evaluation Section carries out the professional, administrative and administrative-legal activities referring to cooperation and coordination with the other professional departments of the Ministry and other participants in related activities with a view of follow up and review of realization of EU assistance programmes. The Section confirms that the due expenses correspond with the relevant rules, that the goods delivered and the services performed are in accordance with the relevant decisions and that the payment requests of the users are valid.
The Section prepares required reports and information; analyses the implementation and efficiency of projects, annual and several-year’s working plans; the Section is responsible for establishing, maintenance and upgrading of the appropriate document filing system, reporting and informing and organizes IT support and filing of documents for the purpose of audit procedure. The Section is competent for adherence to requirements of European Commission referring to programme information and carries out other activities and assignments upon the order of higher-ranging officials.

III. MINISTRY MANAGEMENT
Article 104
The Minister represents the Ministry and manages its activities.
The authorized State Secretary represents the Minister in case of his absence or being prevented and carries out other activities which he is entrusted with by the Minister. 

The Assistant Ministers are entrusted with the management of administrative organizations in the Ministry. 
The Secretary General is entrusted with the activities of the Secretariat General.
The organizational units of the Ministry are managed by the Heads of Units. 
The Cabinet is managed by the Secretary of the Cabinet. 
The Sections within departments are managed by the Heads of Sections.
Article 105
The State Secretary is accountable to the Minister and the Government of the Republic of Croatia. 
The Secretary General and the Assistant Ministers are accountable to the Minister.

The Heads of Departments within the Secretariat of the Ministry are accountable to the Minister and the Secretary General.
The Heads of Departments within the Directorates are accountable to the Minister and Assistant Minister competent for the respective Directorate. 

Article 106
The Counselling Body of the Minister is the College of the Minister.
The wider membership of the College of the Minister comprises: State Secretaries, Assistant Ministers, the Secretary General and the Secretary of the Minister’s Cabinet. 

The closed membership of the College of the Minister comprises: State Secretaries, Secretary General and the Secretary of the Minister’s Cabinet.
Other civil servants within the Ministry are invited to the College sessions as appropriate.
IV. CIVIL SERVANTS AND CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES OF THE MINISTRY
Article 107
The duties and the tasks within the scope of the Ministry are carried out, depending on the type, complexity, qualifications and other conditions, by civil servants and civil service employees, assigned to jobs pursuant to regulations.
The framework number of necessary civil servants and civil service employees for carrying duties within the competence of the Ministry is set forth in the Table, which is a constituent part of this Regulation and is not published in the “National Gazette”. 

V. COOPERATION WITH OTHER STATE ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES AND LEGAL ENTITIES WITH PUBLIC AUTHORITIES 

Article 108
The Ministry cooperates with other state administrative bodies, other legal entities with public authorities related to carrying out professional and administrative activities within the competence of the Ministry. The Ministry cooperates with professional, scientific and other authorities and institutions for the purpose of addressing particular professional and administrative issues within the scope of the Ministry. 

Article 109
The Minister establishes expert councils i.e. working groups for addressing particular issues within the competence of the Ministry, defining the drafts of regulations, providing expert opinion and proposals on significant issues within the scope of the Ministry. 

The Establishing Act stipulates the scope and the working methods of the expert council i.e. working group activities.
VI. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 110
The issues significant for activities of the Ministry, not provided for by the law, Regulation on Principles of Internal Organization of State Administrative Bodies and this Regulation, shall be regulated by the Rules on Internal Order of the Ministry.
The Rules pursuant to the Chapter 1 of this Article shall stipulate the number of necessary civil servants and civil service employees with definition of their basic duties and tasks, required qualifications, authorities and responsibilities, as well as other issues significant for the activities of the Ministry. 

The Minister of the Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship shall, within 30 days from entering into force of this Regulation issue the Rules on Internal Order of the Ministry with prior approval of the Central State Administrative Office for Public Administration of the Republic of Croatia. 

Pursuant to the Rules on Internal Order of the Ministry the Minister shall pass decisions on assignment of civil servants and civil service employees to jobs within 30 days. 

Article 111
The Regulation on Internal Organization of the Ministry of the Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship (“Official Gazette” No. 24/2004 and 55/2004) shall cease to have effect by virtue of the entry into force of this Regulation.

Article112
This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the “Official Gazette”. 
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